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EXT. FOREST CANOPY (DUSK)

Legend: North America 64 B.C. During a time of intense
warfare a group of Lamanites, converted to Nephite
Christianity, has taken an oath to no more shed the blood of
man. After being persecuted by their own people they were
granted asylum by the Nephites.

EXT. FOREST (DUSK)

Creeping through the forest we encounter a teenage Native
American WARRIOR with dark skin and long dark hair. Though
visibly shaken he moves methodically, very alert. His
blood-covered weapon reflects the stains on his body. As
time passes he becomes more and more shaken.

A rustle in the forest stops him flat. It comes from behind
him but he doesn’t dare move.

WARRIOR
Makee, is that you?

STRANGE UNNATURAL NOISES randomly begin to occur at varying
locations, iIncreasing the anxiety of the warrior.

Along with these noises, FLASHES OF DARK VISIONS OF THE
PEOPLE HE KILLED DURING A RECENT BATTLE torment his mind as
the rustling grows nearer.

He begins to sweat and grope at his head as he tries to get
the visions out of his mind. The rustling gets closer.

In the midst of his fear and torment the sound is upon him.
He instantly snaps out of it and in a flash, without
looking, he turns his weapon in a crazed fury.

His face is full of fear and confusion.

WARRIOR (cont”d)
Nefi1?

He drops his weapon as we see the face of a dieing Native
American child about 13 years old fighting for breath.

CUT TO:



INT. DWELLING (NIGHT)

Covered i1n sweat, gasping for breath, MELEKAI, a young man
about 17 years of age shoots out of bed, gasping and
panting, his family sleeps next to him. He Is a average
sized, Native American Young man, long dark hair, dark eyes
and dark skin. As he realizes it is a dream, he pauses to
catch his breath.

Mom and dad awake, somewhat alarmed.

MOTHER
Melekai, what iIs it?

Melekai sits trying to compose himself. His father and
mother look at each other very concerned.

MELEKAI

It”s nothing mother, just a dream.
FATHER

This is the third time Melekai.
MELEKAI

Don’t worry father, I°m sure it

will pass. 1 just need to sleep.
MOTHER

Are you sure?

MELEKAI
Yes mother. 1’11 be fine.

Mom and Dad both reluctantly go back to sleep. Melekail too
lays his head to his pillow and looks over at his younger
brother NEFI, a dark-skinned young boy with short black
hair. We see 1t i1s the same kid who Melekai killed 1in the
dream.

INT. DWELLING (DAY)

The next day Melekail is up and helping his mother with
breakfast, while eating. His mother is singing. He leaves
the room. His father (SAMUEL) a smaller than average,
middle-aged man with similar features to Melekai, rugged but
kind, comes iIn, puts his arm around Mom (SARAH), a
beautifully aged woman with a motherly look with kindness in
her dark eyes, dark hair, and dark skin, and kisses her.

SAMUEL
Good morning.



Sarah quietly affirms his greeting, while she continues
making corn dough, and shows a smile with obvious concern.

SAMUEL (cont’d)
What’s the matter?

SARAH
Nothing.

SAMUEL
Nothing?

SARAH

I’m worried about Melekai. Maybe
it’s all the rumors of war going
around these days.

SAMUEL
1’11 talk with him.

SARAH
Thank you.

He kisses her, grabs some bread and leaves.

EXT. JERSHON VILLAGE (DAY)

Samuel walks out of the dwelling and into a thriving Native
American village. People are working building homes,
cooking, setting up the market, and others are getting ready
for work in the fields.

In the background a magnificent wooden temple is being
constructed, and other finished structures such as towers
and large dwellings stick out of the forest canopy.

EXT. FIELDS NEAR JERSHON (DAY)

Melekai, his brother (Nefi) a 13-year-old, dark skinned boy
with features of his mother, their father and others work in
a field planting barley.

Samuel looks over his shoulder at Melekai a couple of times
as though he wants to talk to him but doesn’t know how.
Melekai is joking with his brother.

SAMUEL
Melekai .

Melekai looks up from work



SAMUEL
Come here.

He walks over to his father.

SAMUEL
We need more barley seed.

He hands him some money.

SAMUEL
Go into town and buy three senums
of barley.

Melekai nods and starts to walk off.

SAMUEL
Melekai .

Melekai turns back.

SAMUEL
I apologize if my stories about our
past wars have made you
uncomfortable In any way. It’s just
with all the talk of war lately, 1
guess sometimes | just don’t think
before 1 speak.

MELEKAI
It’s all right father.

SAMUEL
No 1t’s not alright. 1 need to be
more careful about what 1 say. You
and Nefi don’t need to grow up
hearing about your fathers past
mistakes. And with the dreams
you’ve been having I...1 just
worry.

MELEKAI
Thanks papa. So three senums worth?

Samuel nod his head, looking a little like he wants to say
something more, but doesn’t know what to say.

MELEKAI
I love you father.

SAMUEL
I love you too son.



As he is running off his brother watches and before he gets
too far away Nefi shouts to his father.

NEFI
Father can 1 go with Melekai?

SAMUEL
I suppose, but you better hurry.

Melekai i1s already quiet a ways off. Nefi drops his shovel
and starts to run to catch up with Melekai.

SAMUEL
Don”t be long!

NEFI
I won”t. Melekai! Wait up!

Samuel goes back to work with a smile on his face and a
little more life to his step.

EXT. JERSHON VILLAGE (DAY)

Nefi finally catches up with Melekail just as he makes it to
the village. The village i1s bustling with activity. Melekai
turns and gives Nefi a scare.

NEFI
What was that for?

MELEKALI
Fun.

Nefi gives Melekai a friendly slug. Melekai smiles, grabs
his little brother in a headlock and keeps walking. After a
second he lets him go.

MELEKA1 (cont’d)
Come on you little monkey, lets
find some barley.

They walk off into the the crowd.

EXT. JERSHON VILLAGE MARKET (DAY)

Melekai makes an exchange with the barley dealer while his
brother investigates some of the different items for sale in
the market.



MELEKAI
1”11 take three senums of barley
and ... Nefi! Quit playing around,

your going to break 1it.

The older Native American woman puts the measures of barley
in a bag and hands them to Melekai.

In the middle of the transaction, his attention iIs drawn to
MARA, a beautiful, fair skinned, dark haired young woman,
about his age, selling corn nearby. He is no longer paying
attention to the transaction.

VENDOR
Uh hum.

MELEKAI
Oh, sorry.

He hands her the money and looks over at Nefi.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
Nefi, Wait here. 1’11 just be a
minute.

Nefi 1s completely focused on a wooden game. He nods only
half paying attention.

MELEKA1 (cont’d)
Just don’t break anything.

Melekai cuts through the crowd toward the girl.

EXT. JERSHON VILLAGE MARKET (DAY)

Mara i1s focused on shucking the corn and doesn’t notice
Melekai standing in front of her.

MELEKAI
(In a disguised voice)
Give me five ezrom’s worth of corn.

She becomes very excited at the large request, turns to look
at the source, and almost instantly her expression shifts
from excitement to a kind of flirtatious anger.

MARA
Melekai. You soco. I come all the
way from Judea, sit here shucking
corn since dawn, have only sold 5
senines since this morning, and now
you think you’re soo funny ...



Melekai is a little embarrassed but is saved when suddenly
Nefi1 pops out of nowhere with that same wooden toy and
begins tugging on Melekal.

NEFI
Melekai, how much money is left? I
really need this. Can 1 get it?
Please.

MELEKAI
I told you to leave that alone. Go
put it back before you get in
trouble.

Nefi 1s a disappointed and mopes back to where he got the
toy. He turns back to Mara who was also distracted, but
Nefi’s iInterruption.

MARA
I like your little brother.

MELEKAI
He’s a good Kkid.

They look at Nefi as he continues to mope.

MARA
Now you on the other hand.

She starts to smile.

MELEKAI
Heeeeeyyy. ..

He starts to smile. They laugh.

MELEKAL (cont’d)
So... tonight, Kumi and I are going
to the lake for the celebration of
the harvest, and 1 don’t know, sinc
you’re in town, if you were, maybe,
not doing anything, 1 thought...

MARA
I would love to go.

MELEKAI
Great. So 1’11 meet you...

MARA
At your parents. Your mother
invited us to dinner this evening.



MELEKAI
Tonight then. Well, I should be
getting back. Father is waiting for

us.

MARA
Alright.

MELEKAI
Alright.

MARA
Alright.

MELEKAI
Alright.

Melekai awkward but thrilled heads off to grab his brother
and return to the fields.

MELEKAI
Come on Nefi.

He 1s still playing with the game and reluctantly puts it
down while trying to win.

NEFI
Ahhh.

They push through the market back to the fields.

INT. DWELLING (EVENING)

That same evening Melekai tidies himself up and then paces
nervously.

SARAH
Melekai, would you sit still,
you’re making me nervous. What’s
gotten into you?

MELEKAI
Oh, nothing, 1°m just.._hungry,
that’s all.

NEFI

It’s cause Mara’s coming.

Melekai gives Nefi the stare of death, while Nefi pretends
his fingers are Melekai and Mara and starts kissing them.



MELEKAI
Shut up you little monkey.

He chases him down, but Nefi is fast and Melekai decides
it’s not worth i1t.

SARAH
Nefi, that’s enough.

Melekai gives Nefi an "1°m gonna get you" look, during an
awkward moment of silence.

SARAH.
Mara is a pretty girl.
MELEKAI
Oh...really...l never noticed.
NEFI

You sure noticed today.

MELEKAI
That’s it you little...

A noise at the front door stops Melekai mid stride as Mara
and her mother arrive.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
1”11 take care of you later.

He recomposes himself.

SARAH
Come 1in.

Mara and her mother SHAYLA enter the dwelling. Shayla, while
her years of beauty have passed, still carries remnants of
her younger years. Her hair is dark and her features
Caucasian. Melekai stands by awkwardly hiding his
excitement. Samuel enters the room.

SAMUEL
Good evening Shayla. Hi Mara. We’re
so happy you could join us.

SHAYLA
It 1s we who are grateful.

SARAH
Melekai, help them with their
things.
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Melekai dutifully takes the corn bread from Mara’s mother
and a water jar from Mara. He awkwardly smiles at Mara,
bouncing to and from eye contact.

INT. DWELLING (EVENING)

The family of Melekai (Samuel, Sarah, Melekai, Nefi, DONI
(7-year-old Native American brother to Melekai), and TAMELI
(his 5-year-old, cute, dark skinned sister)) and Mara and
her Mother sit around as Samuel gives thanks for, and offers
a blessing on, the food.

SAMUEL
...and we give thanks for the many
bounties with which we have been
blessed this day, for the company
of our good friends Shayla and her
daughter Mara, and ask for a
blessing on the food that 1t will
give us the strength to serve and
to bless our fellow men with those
riches you have given us.

He pauses for a moment and his sincerity iIncreases.

SAMUEL (cont’d)

And especially | give thanks for
your mercy on me, and on my family,
for forgiveness, and ask with all
my heart that you will please look
over and bless those people whose
lives I and my people have injured,
and protect them. In the name of
that Savior who will come. Amen.

EVERYONE
Amen.

The Group looks at Samuel, Sarah lovingly touches him.

SAMUEL
Well lets eat.

They all dig in.

SAMUEL (cont’d)
So Shayla, how long will you and
Mara be staying with us here in
Jershon?
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SHAYLA
We will be here through tomorrow.
My husband had to stay in Judea to
finish planting before the
solstice.

SARAH
I wish you could stay longer.

Melekai looks at Mara as he eats, until she makes eye
contact, then he quickly looks away, but regains courage,
looks again and smiles. She smiles back.

SHAYLA
So do 1. Though, with all the
rumors of war lately. AMULON was
worried about us even coming in the
first place. You remember what
happened with that caravan 3 years
ago.

SARAH
Yes, that was three days after you
had traveled that same road.

SHAYLA
Those 1nnocent women and children.
How a people could be so savage, it
breaks my heart.

SAMUEL
I feel equally as sad for the
Lamanites who did that. They are as
much victims of their culture and
leaders as those who cross their

paths. I would rather die in
righteousness, than live iIn
wickedness.

SARAH

It’s amazing how the pride of one
man can bring down an entire
nation.

Samuel looks over at Melekal.
SAMUEL
Why don’t we talk about something a
little more cheerful.

Sarah look at her husbands and holds his hand.
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EXT. LAMANITE CITY (EVENING)

In a great Native American city scantily clad Native
American men make preparations for battle under the light of
torches and a full moon. Weapons are being sharpened, arrows
tested, faces painted.

At the top of the main temple a man stands looking down on
his kingdom. AMMORON is a tall and very solid looking man in
his mid-40s, dressed in Native American armor and all manner
of fine clothing, feathers, jade, gold, etc. His features
are Caucasian and rugged, very serious.

He turns and walks back Into his observatory where his chief
captain ZEEZROM stands. A shorter dark-skinned man, with
long hair and the looks of a pampered native American hit
man. He is also richly adorned in more military style
clothing.

ZEEZROM
The men are almost ready Lord
Ammoron. They are men of valor and
strength, trained in the art of
war. They will serve you well.

Ammoron is quiet, very calm. He picks up a well adorned
sword and begins gently stroking it, the torch light dancing
off its reflection.

AMMORON
And what of the Nephites?

ZEEZROM
They are unaware of our intentions.

Ammoron smiles as he continues admiring his sword.

AMMORON
I have longed for this day Zeezrom.
The Nephites have been ripening for
their own destruction since they
first stepped on this continent 550
years ago. Their foolish belief in
this so called "Messiah™ has made
them weak. The time has come for us
to take back our right to rule and
avenge the blood of my brother.

ZEEZROM
AMALICKIAH was a good man and a
great leader. I served with him in

his last battle near the Land
Bountiful.
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Ammoron is looking away and we see him cringe.

AMMORON
That day will become a day all
Nephites will regret. We will cover
the land with their bodies, so that
even even the dogs will not be able
to go there because of the smell.
Where, then, will be their imagined
Messiah.

He slowly walks back over to the doorway to look once more
and his army iIn preparation.

AMMORON (cont’d)
Our reign i1s not far off Zeezrom.

EXT. DWELLING (EVENING)

Melekai and Mara exit his families dwelling. Melekai holds
the door for her as she exits. Inside the family is talking
and laughing as they continue in conversation.

SHAYLA
Don”t be out too late you two.

MELEKAI
I will have Mara back after the
festival. We should only be a
couple of hours.

SARAH
That’s what you said last time.
MELEKAI
I will mother. 1 promise.
SARAH
I trust you dear. Just have fun and
be safe.
SHAYLA

And if he tries anything funny
Mara, you have my permission to hit
him between the eyes.

MARA
Oh, believe me mother 1 will.

Melekail gives Mara a surprised look and a smile. Sarah and
Shalya both laugh.
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SARAH
Have fun you two.

MELEKAI
Goodnight mother. Goodnight Shayla.

MARA
Good night.

They head off to the festival.

EXT. NEAR THE LAKE (EVENING)

Melekai and Mara walk along the path. In the background we
see glowing lights from the festival at the lake and faintly
hear songs and dancing. As they walk along talking, KUMI, a
17-year-old, dark skinned, long haired, Native American boy,
modestly dressed in animal skins, jumps out of nowhere and
scares both of them.

KUMI
Ha ha. 1 got you good.

MELEKAI
Kumi! What are you doing! That was
not funny.

KUMI
You should have seen your faces.

Mara gives Kumi a scolding stare. Kumi smiles.

KUMI (cont’d)
Good evening Mara.

MARA
You never grow up do you?

KUMI
Not until I have to. Come on | can
hear the music.

Together they run toward the music.

EXT. LAKE (EVENING)

Down at the lake a large group of people are dancing a
traditional Native American dance. Many are ornately dressed
in feathers, beads, and body paint. Drums are pounding and
people singing. Candles float out on the lake and people by
the waters edge drop more into the water. Everyone is having
a wonderful time.
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Melekai, Mara, and Kumi arrive and stand watching for a
minute at a distance, admiring the spectacle. Kumi spies a
beautiful young Native American girl and becomes fixated on
her.

KUMI
I think 1 want to dance.

He runs off to where the young lady is and cuts in beside
her and begins dancing. Melekai and Mara laugh as they watch
him make a fool of himself.

MELEKAI
What a monkey.

Mara looks over at Melekai watching Kumi, takes Melekai’s
hand, he looks at her, and together they run toward the
festivities. They join the group, dancing through the night.

EXT. LAKE (EVENING)
The festivities are dieing down and the now foursome decides

to head home. Kumi and his new lady friend take the front
while Melekai and Mara drag behind.

MARA
Did you see Kumi in the dance
circle?

MELEKAI

How could I not? He was like...

Melekai does a Kumi impersonation and they both laugh. Kumi
catches the joke and turns around.

KUMI
Hey. 1 saw that. Come on SELANA.
Obviously these two don”’t know how
to appreciate fine dancing.

He takes Selana’s hand and picks up the pace to increase the
distance in between them.

MELEKAI
I’m sorry Kumi. 1 was just playing.

Kumi shrugs his shoulders, lifts his chin and keeps walking.

MELEKAL (cont’d)
Whatever.

Mara and Melekai chuckle and shake their heads as they
continue walking.
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MARA

I had a wonderful time Melekal.
MELEKAI

Me too. 1 wish you were here more

often.

Mara smiles and for a minute they just walk.

She locks

MARA
Melekai, tell me about the
Lamanites.

MELEKAI

The Lamanites? Why do you want to
know about the Lamanites?

MARA
I don”t know. 1°m just curious. Why
do they do what people say they do?

MELEKAI
I don”t know. My father says it is
because of their traditions.

MARA
A couple of weeks ago they
destroyed a whole village of
unarmed men and women. They even
killed the children. What kind of
traditions teach a people to do
such a thing?

MELEKAI
Maybe they just do what they are
told. I°m sure a lot of them are
just like you and me, just, lost.

MARA
You’re so optimistic Melekail.

her arm around his.

MARA (cont’d)
So tell me more about your father.

MELEKAI
My father 1s a good man. When he
was growing up...

Arm in arm they continue walking down the path.
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EXT. MELEKAI1”S COUSIN>S DWELLING (NIGHT)

A light from the fire flickers inside the dwelling as
Melekail and Mara arrive.

MARA
Thank you Melekai.

MELEKAI
Will 1 see you tomorrow?

MARA
My mother wants to leave tomorrow
so we can make 1t back In time to
help father finish planting.

MELEKAI
When will I see you again?

MARA
We will be back in a month to help
your mother grind barley.

MELEKAI
A month is so long. 1 wish your
family lived here in Jershon.

Mara smiles.

MELEKAI1 (cont’d)
Lemuel and his sons are leaving for
Judea tomorrow as well, you should
go with them, just to be safe.

MARA
Thank you Melekai. 1 should go.
Mother i1s waiting.

She gently kisses him on the cheek and then runs into the
dwelling. Melekai is stunned for a minute. He watches her go
inside and just stands there for a minute. He touches his
cheek, and then with a smile on his face heads for home.

INT. MELEKAI”S DWELLING (MORNING)

Sarah 1s fixing breakfast and singing the same song as the
previous day. Melekai comes and from behind his mother puts
his arms around her and gives her a kiss. He is very
cheerful.
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MELEKAI
Good morning mother. Where 1is
father?

SARAH

Well someone i1s happy this morning.
Your father left with Nefi an hour
ago. You looked so peaceful he
didn’t want to wake you. How was
the festival?

MELEKAI
It was fun. Kumi made a fool of
himself In the dance circle.

SARAH
Doesn’t he always. When will that
boy ever grow up?

MELEKAI
Probably not in this life.

They both laugh.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
I should get going. Father 1is
probably pulling his hair out by
now trying to get Nefi to work.

SARAH
I wouldn”t be surprised. Have a
good day Melekai.

MELEKAI
I love you mother.

He kisses her again on the cheek and heads out the door.

EXT. FIELD (DAY)

Melekai arrives at the field, his father hard at work. Nefi
i1s playing in the dirt, half working. Several others are
working in the background.

MELEKAI
Sorry, 1 took so long father.

Samuel smiles lovingly and patiently.

SAMUEL
Why don’t you give your brother a
hand. He seems to have forgotten
how to plant.
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They both chuckle, but are quieted as the wind blows
rustling the trees and an unsettling feeling overshadows
them. A sudden eeriness engulf everyone on the field. The
wind stops but the trees continue to rustle. Everyone has
stopped and looks around. The rustling stops.

Samuel looks over into the trees when he faintly sees
something move. He grows very serious and in a very low tone
speaks to Melekal.

SAMUEL (cont’d)
Melekai. Get your brother and take
him home to mother and find a place
to hide.

MELEKAI
What is i1t father?

SAMUEL
Just do 1t.

Melekai motions for Nefi to come with him. Nefi i1s still
fiddling with the soil.

MELEKAI
\ f_l(whispering loud)
efi!

Nefi looks up sees his father walking slowly toward the edge
of the forest. He sees a very serious older brother
motioning for him.

NEF1
What is 1t Melekai?

MELEKAI
Ssshhh. Come on.

Nefi shows iIncreased concern. The two start to walk off.
Samuel and a couple other farmers now, begin walking closer
to the woods.

Melekai and Nefi are together, but instead of following
their fathers instructions, they stop and turn around to see
what 1s happening.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
Go back to the house and tell
mother and the others to hide.

NEFI
What about you? What’s going on
Melekai?
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MELEKAI
Just do it.

NEF1
But. ..

MELEKAI
Go!

With difficulty Nefi starts off. Melekai watches his father
and the men get closer to the woods when the silence is
broken by an arrow shooting out of the dark forest and
lodging itself In the body of Samuel.

MELEKA1 (cont’d)
Father?

Samuel falls to his knees.

Another shot hits him again, then a storm of arrows begins
raining down on the other men and the forest wall erupts
with a barrage of maybe 100 very scary looking Lamanites,
screaming, weapons raised. Samuel falls to the ground with
four arrows iIn his body.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
Father!

Nefi looks back and sees what is happening.

NEF1
Melekai?!

MELEKAI
Nefi, Run! Tell Mother to hide!

Nefi runs off as fast as he can.

Melekai watches as as the Lamanite warriors get closer and
closer.

Some farmers scatter, others wave their hands and plead with
them to stop. They are all unarmed. Tools have been laid on
the ground to show their willingness to submit. Even when
they lay them down the Lamanite army doesn’t seem to notice
and continues charging.

Melekai watches in horror as the terrified men fall to their
knees seconds before the Lamanites come down on them.

After observing about 30 seconds of brutality from a
distance. The army turns iIn his direction.
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Melekai stand in a daze before the reality of the onslaught
hits him. He tenses up ready to run, when off to the side a
Nephite army burst from the lateral canopy firing arrows,
throwing javelins. And with immense power the Nephites slams
into the oncoming Lamanites, who turn and fight.

One Lamanite however, is fTixated on Melekai. He continues
running toward him while the rest turn to fight the Nephite
army. Melekai grabs his farm tool and prepares to fight.

When the Lamanite gets to him, Melekal swings but misses.
The Lamanite knocks the tool from his hand, lifts his weapon
to finish him off.

Melekai is completely terrified.

Suddenly the Lamanite stops in a look of pain and falls to
the ground with a javelin lodged in his back.

Melekai sees the Nephite who shot the arrow turn to fight
another Lamanite.

As the battle winds down, Melekai, still stunned, begins to
run toward his father.

He arrives at his father, who lays lifeless, covered in
blood. Melekai falls to his knees beside him, afraid to
touch him, when Samuel coughs up blood, lets out a deep
grown, and begins to cough and fight for breath.

Melekai immediately tears his own clothing, dresses his
wounds, and cradles his father.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
Hang on father. Please hang on.

He looks up to the sky.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
Oh God, please help my father. Oh
please.

INT. DWELLING (DAY)

Nefi comes running in screaming to his mother, who drops
what she is doing as she senses the intensity in his
voice. The other children become very frightened.

SARAH
Nefi. Nefi. What is i1t? Where are
Melekai and your father?

Nefi starts to cry.
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NEF1
Oh mama. They just came out of the
woods. And father was there. And
Melekai told me to run.

SARAH
Who did Nefi? Who came out of the
woods?

NEFI

The Lamanites.

Sarah holds Nefi tight as her breath leaves her and she
falls to her knees. The other children (Doni and Tameli)
come and hold on to her.

DONI
Mama what is 1t? What happened?

Sarah 1s stunned for moment and then snaps to.

SARAH
Nefi, take Doni and Tameli back to
the cave i1In the woods behind
Tamra’s house. Hide them there 1711
be right behind you.

DONI
(Starting to cry)
Mama, what’s the matter?

SARAH
Go Nefi! 1”11 right behind you, 1
promise.

The three children scurry back into the woods while Sarah
grabs something to use as a weapon and some bread that she
stuffs in a sack.

EXT. DWELLING (DAY)

Sarah runs out of the dwelling to go hide, but sees JEPHIAH,
one of the farmers, come running down the path to their
home .

JEPHIAH
Sarah! Sarah!

SARAH
Jephiah, what happened?
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JEPHIAH
A small band of Lamanites has
attacked the men in the field.

SARAH
Where is Melekai? Is he alright?

He 1s out of breath and nods his head affirmatively.

JEPHIAH
Helaman from Zarahemla was right
behind them with an army. He
stopped them within a few minutes
of their attack, but many our men
fell.

SARAH
Where is Samuel?

He looks at her serious and quiet.

SARAH (cont’d)
Jephiah?

JEPHIAH
It’s not good.

Her hands cover her mouth as she begins to shake and fall to
her knees.
INT. DWELLING (EVENING)

Sarah dresses Samuels wounds with leaves and bandages as he
lays unconscious.

The whole family sits around him quietly. Mara and her
mother are also there. Melekai sits off by himself with his
head down, hands on his head.

SHAYLA
How i1s he?
SARAH
He’s asleep. Thank you for coming

back.

Mara i1s watching Melekai. He i1s quiet and seems to be
ignoring everyone. She gets up and walks over to him, sits
down and puts her hand on his shoulder.
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MARA
Melekai. 1°m so sorry.

He just sits there trying to hold in his emotions.

MARA (cont’d)
Melekai, please, talk to me.

His emotions are on the verge of coming out. He starts to
shake his head and then gets up and storms out of the
dwelling. The women watch him and then look at one another.
Sarah follows.

EXT. DWELLING (DAY)

Melekail stands outside crying. His mother walks up to him
gently and touches him. He falls iInto her arms.

MELEKAI
How could they do i1t, mama? He
wasn’t even armed.
He sits back for a minute and looks at his mother who is
also, obviously iIn a great deal of pain.

SARAH
I don’t know Melekai.

MELEKAI
I don”t understand how God could
let this happen.

Sarah looks surprised at his question.

SARAH
Melekai, this was not God’s fault.
Those men had the freedom to choose
thelr own actions.

MELEKAI
But you always taught us that i1f we
do what’s right, we will prosper iIn
the land, and be protected.

SARAH
I wish 1 understood all the reasons
behind the misfortunes that come
upon us now and again, but I don’t.
What 1 do know is that things will
always work out for our good,
depending on the choices we make,
and right now we all have a choice
to make.
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She touches Melekai’s chin and lifts 1t up so he is looking
at her.

SARAH (cont’d)
We can let this canker In our
hearts and become like them, or we
can forgive them and get on with
our lives.

MELEKAI
How can you forgive them after what
they’ve done to father, and Amulon,
and Ezra, and Mica, and all the
others?

SARAH
That”’s something you have to figure
out Melekai. I can”t do it for you.
Now you sit out here as long as you
need to. | know this is hard. It’s
hard for all of us.

She gets up, touches him gently and walks inside. He sits
there thinking and wiping away his tears.

Soon two men walk by and Melekair overhears their
conversation.

FIRST MAN
We should hurry the chief judge
said the meeting would begin an
hour after sundown.

SECOND MAN
It’s about time we did something
about this war.

They continue on. Melekai follows.

EXT. VILLAGE (NIGHT)

The men enter a large ornate wooden structure at center of
the village. Other people are arriving as well, mostly men
and their older sons from the village. Torches outside light
the place.
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INT. BUILDING (NIGHT)
Inside the building men talk amongst themselves.

A group of men iIn authoritative clothing sit up front also
talking amongst themselves.

Finally, an older man, dark skinned, gray hair, stands up,
faces the crowd and calls the meeting to order. He is the
leader or CHIEF JUDGE of the village.

CHIEF JUDGE
Brothers let us come to order.
Order please.

The crowd quiets down and gives attention.

Melekai approaches the building and hears the people iInside.
He walks iIn and quietly enters at the back of the room.

CHIEF JUDGE (cont’d)
Today we have faced an enormous
loss. Thirty of our dearest friends
and neighbors lost their lives
because of the actions of those our
Lamanite brothers. 1°m sad to say
however, that this is only a
fraction of the losses suffered by
our Nephite brothers spread
throughout this land. Each day this
Lamanite war claims the lives of
those that have granted us asylum.
The Nephites have been kind enough
to let us inhabit this land and
protect us from our brothers of
times past, but now It i1s time for
us to stand up and help them in
their dire situation.

The crowd begins talking amongst themselves, affirming what
the chief judge just said.

Certain villagers comment.

VILLAGER 1
Today my brother was standing there
in the field when the Lamanites
emerged. He dropped his tool and
plead for them to leave us alone. |
saw him hacked to pieces as he
knelt there. He didn’t even have a
chance.
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VILLAGER 2
My son, 15 years of age was chased
down and beaten to death.

VILLAGER 3
And this is not even half of what
the Nephites are suffering right
now as they fight to protect us.

crowd picks up. They are become much more resolved

about taking action. In the back Melekai just stands and

watches.

The crowd

CHIEF JUDGE
Then what shall we do?

VILLAGER 3
We are all trained in ways of
warfare. Our weapons are stored in
a cave just north of the Hill
Tzetzcala. | say we put together an
army and join the Nephites in
ending this war!

again picks up. The chief judge raises his hands

to calm them down.

The crowd

CHIEF JUDGE
Then will we once again take up our
weapons of war and help our
brothers!?

shouts out affirmatively.

A tall man, firmly built, with Caucasian features, and
dressed 1In armor steps in from the back near Melekai and
shouts at them. He is HELAMAN leader of the Nephite army
that attacked earlier that day.

The crowd

HELAMAN
You will do no such thing!

is silenced.

HELAMAN (cont”d)
Do 1 have to remind you that each
one of you made a sacred covenant
before God!? You swore to him that
you would never again take up you
weapons of war to spill the blood
of another man.
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CHIEF JUDGE
But how can we just stand by while
you and your brothers are
dieing?...to protect us. (pleading)
You must let us help you.

HELAMAN

(Sincere but firm)
And I wish we could let you, but if
you break your oath I promise you,
in the name of God, that you will
quickly fall back to where you were
before; murderous, deceitful, and
full of hate. You will lose your
families, your faith, and your own
lives. Believe me | wish we could
use you, but your souls have a much
greater value to me than your hand
in battle.

The chief judge and everyone else become very frustrated.

CHIEF JUDGE
There must be something we can do.

HELAMAN
Right now the best thing you can do
is be faithful and keep us in your
prayers.

Everyone i1s quiet. Melekai looks around at the frustrated
men.

He too is deep in thought, but looks as though he is
battling with an idea.

MELEKAI
I could go.

Everyones attention is turned to Melekai. Many of them
didn’t quite catch what he said.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
I could go fight. 1 have made no
such oath, neither have any of your
son’s. We are under no obligation,
but to protect our families and the
values you have taught us.

We see Kumi also in the crowd, looking at his friend.
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KUMI
Melekail i1s right.

KUMI”S FATHER
Kumi .

KUMI
There are many young men In this
village that are old enough to
fight, and would be willing to
defend their families.

The crowd begins to whisper as though an unsettling light
just went on.

KUMI”S FATHER
But, how can we let our sons do
this? How can we send them against
the Lamanites having never even
held a weapon?

KUMI
What other choice do we have
father?

The crowd once again begins a quiet one on one search to
find an alternate plan. Helaman looks around at all the
young men, one by one. Some look a little nervous others
look as though the i1dea makes sense and seem iIn accord.

Helaman’s expression slowly turns to one of hope and
resolve.

HELAMAN
(with humble authority)
Brothers, 1 promise you that i1f you

will give up your sons to protect
you families, your religion, and
your freedom that God himself will
watch over them and deliver them
from the Lamanites so long as

you remain faithful.

They look at Helaman. Their heads go down.
Kumi’s father starts to nod his head.

KUMI®S FATHER
Then Helaman, my son IS yours.

Kumi puts his hand on his fathers shoulder.

Helaman looks around.
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HELAMAN
Who else will stand by their sons?

The men look at their sons, the boys nod nod their head as
their fathers speak to them.

One by one the boys step forward.

INT. DWELLING (MORNING)
Melekai’s father is still out.
Melekai and Nefi are packing their bags in preparation.

Sarah stands by with her hand to her mouth, shaking her
head.

MELEKAI
Hurry up Nefi. The others will be
waiting.

He grabs a toy similar to the one he was playing with in the
market and iIs about to stick it in his pouch.

MELEKAI
Nefi that needs to stay, just take
what you need, food, water, and
something to stay warm.

NEFI
I don’t want to go Melekai. I want
to stay here with papa.

MELEKAI

Father needs us to do this for him

Nefi. Now hurry up.
Nefi pouts as he continues stuffing his bag.
When he is finally ready they both kiss their mother
good-bye and tell her they love her as she stands there
still not knowing how to respond.
They walk out the door and mother snaps out of it.

SARAH
Melekai, Nefi.

She runs up to them and hugs both of them tightly.



31.

SARAH (cont’d)
Please be careful boys. Do exactly
what Helaman tells you.

MELEKAI
We will mother.
SARAH
Promise me.
MELEKAI
I promise.
SARAH
Nefi.
NEFI
I promise, mama.
SARAH
I love you both. Don’t ever forget

that.
She squeezes them both tightly.
She reluctantly lets go.

MELEKAI
I love you mother.

NEFI
I love you.

They walk away and once again she puts her hand over her
mouth and begins to silently cry.

EXT. VILLAGE (MORING)

The boys gather near the building from the previous night.
Helaman is standing by talking with an armed man. As the
boys gather his attention is drawn to them.

HELAMAN
My Son”’s. 1 am Helaman of
Zarahemla, Son of Alma the prophet.
I know many of you are probably a
bit overwhelmed right now, but I
promise you that if you are
faithful to my commands and follow
with exactness the things 1 will
teach you, and if you are clean iIn
your thoughts, and in your words,

(MORE)
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HELAMAN (cont’d)
and In your deeds. That you will be
protected and once again return to
see your families.

NEFI
Are you scared Melekai?

MELEKAI
A little. How about you?

NEF1
Yes.

Kumi sneaks up from behind and scares both of them.

MELEKAI
Don”t you ever stop!

KUMI
Sorry. Isn’t this awesome! We are
going to be in Helaman’s Army! The
prophet of God! Do you think we~ll
get to meet him?

MELEKAI
I think you are a little bit too
enthused.

KUMI
Whatever.

Kumi nods to them to continue paying attention to Helaman.
Helaman has turned to talk to the armed man for a second and
then once again turns back to the boys.

HELAMAN
Well 1 suppose you are not much
good without weapons. Zemnah here
will lead you up to the Hill
Tzetzcala.

He turns to Zemnah.

HELAMAN (cont’d)
The weapons are in a cave on the
north of the hill. 1t breaks my
heart that we have to do this
Zemnah.

ZEMNAH
Shall we begin training once
weapons are handed out?
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HELAMAN
Yes. We don’t have much time. Give
each boy a breastplate, cimeter,
sword, a bow and 20 arrows. If
there are clubs and javelins hand
those out as you see fit. I will be
with you shortly.

Zemnah nods and then turns to the boys.

ZEMNAH
Alright, let’s go!

The boys begin their march. Helaman watches them and then

turns to TEANCUM, one of the soldiers iIn his army, a tall

Caucasian-featured man, dark hair, and powerfully built in
his mid thirties.

HELAMAN
Teancum, take 200 of your best men
and follow Zemnah. Leave the rest
to escort the prisoners to Gid. We
will split up the boys in groups of
ten and train them accordingly and
then hope for the best.

Teancum bows and walks away. Helaman keeps watching the
army. He is obviously nervous.

EXT. VILLAGE (DAY)

As Melekai and the rest of the army leave the village
behind. He looks up and sees Mara and her mother leaving
town, carrying heavy loads.

MELEKAI
1”11 catch up with you guys in a
minute.

He runs toward them as Nefi and Kumi continue walking.

MELEKAI
Mara. Where are you going? Here let
me help you with that.

He takes her load from her.

MARA
Kumi”s father and my uncle agreed
to see us safely to Judea. We are
both worried about Papa after what
happened yesterday.
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Kumi and Nefi disappear from view as her uncle and Kumi’s
father catch up with Mara and her mother.

KUMI®S FATHER

Here Melekai. 1 can take that. You
probably need to catch up with your
army.

He hands the load to Kumi’s father and then looks at Mara.

MELEKAI
Please be careful.

MARA
You should go. Your army is
leaving.

Melekai looks very torn as does Mara. He just stands there
as Mara and her mother continue on.

He turns and runs to catch up with the army.

EXT. LAMANITE CITY (DAY)

Ammoron walks among his army adorned in fine armor and
elegant traditional clothing. Busy men stop what they are
doing and bow as he passes. His military leaders walks
beside him ignoring the crowd. Zeezrom joins them.

ZEEZROM
My lord. Tumetka just returned from
the land of Judea with his spies.
They have confirmed that cities of
Gid, Taramek, and Judea are weak
and are waiting for reinforcements
from Zarahemla.

AMMORON
We must act quickly then. Are the
supplies ready?

ZEEZROM
Yes.

AMMORON
And the men?

ZEEZROM
They are at your command, my lord.

They are now walking up the steps of a small temple at the
head of the army. The army continues to their duties. At the
top of the temple Ammoron stops and addresses his army.
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AMMORON
Good Morning my brothers!

The army stops what they are doing and respond with a
tremendous shout back.

AMMORON (cont”d)
Five hundred and 40 years ago, our
Father Laman stepped forth on this
great land after having traveled
from Jerusalem. Since that time his
younger brother Nefi and their
descendants have robbed us of our
fathers birthright. They have
sought to rule over us, when it is
us who should be ruling them. They
speak of a god that will protect
them. This day we will go and prove
them wrong.

The crowd shouts out and raise their weapons into the air.

Ammoron glories in his power and the greatness of his army.
Zeezrom and the other are standing just below him. He turns
to them.

AMMORON (cont”d)
Gather you armies. Tomorrow at this
time the people of Judea will wish
they had never been born.

The men laugh and together they all turn and descend the
temple.

EXT. HILL TZETZCALA (DAY)

On the north side of the hill Tzetzcala is a cave entrance
mostly hidden by vegetation. Zemnah and a couple other men
cut their way through the vegetation to get to the mouth of
the cave.

The boys watch curiously.

INT. CAVE (DAY)

From inside the cave we see the men make the last few swipes
with their machetes. The men one by one arrive at the mouth
of the cave and as they do their jaws” drop.
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ZEMNAH
OK men start pulling out sets of
weapons to give to the boys.

The men begin to step Into the cave, nodding their heads.
The cave is lit by sunlight coming in from a skylight higher
up on the hill. The large chamber is lined with weapons of
war of all kinds. Swords, cimeters, bows, arrows, clubs,
axes, each one nicely preserved along the walls of the cave.

EXT. CAVE (DAY)

The men exit the cave and one by one the boys pass by and
pick up a set of weapons.

The boys study their weapons as though trying to figure them
out.

Melekai, Nefi, and Kumi sit to the side waiting for further
instruction.

MELEKAI
Nefi. That sword probably weights
as much as you do.

KUMI
How do you suppose this thing
works?

MELEKAI
That”’s a sling shot. 1 used one of

those when 1 went hunting with a
cousin. Here, let me see it.

Kumi hands Melekail the slingshot. Melekail grabs a rock and
steps over where he won”’t hit anyone and flings the rock
into a tree. Like a bullet it is wedged deep into the truck
as it makes contact.

MELEKA1 (cont’d)
Like that.

Kumi and Nefi sit in awe.
KUMI
Imagine one of those things hitting
you.

Nefi looks horrified.
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KUMI (cont’d)
Sorry Nefi. I’m sure these breast
plates would stop 1t.

The men finish handing out weapons. Helaman has arrived and
has been helping. He comes out of the cave and takes charge.

HELAMAN
Is there anyone that has not
received a set of weapons?

No one responds. Helaman addresses Zemnah.

HELAMAN (cont’d)
In that case Zemnah, split the boys
into groups of ten. Choose a group
and assign the other men groups to
train. One man per ten boys.

He turns back to the boys.

HELAMAN
Order, in war, is essential to your
survival. At times it can become
very confusing, the group you are
assigned to now will provide you
with strength when the battle
becomes heated. Help each other,
learn to trust one another and you
will succeed.

He turns back to Zemnah.
HELAMAN (cont’d)

I will meet you in Gid later this
evening. Good luck brother.

Helaman wanders off and Zemnah begins to take charge.
ZEMNAH
Alright, lets start with this group
here. You go with . . .

Melekai removes his sword from its sheath and looks at the
blade.

INT. DWELLING. (DAY)
Sarah prepares some gauze, goes into the room where Samuel

lays, removes the old bandages, and lovingly applies it to
his wounds. He is still out.
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SARAH
Oh Samuel.

EXT. NEAR THE HILL TZETZCALA (DAY)

Melekai, Nefi, Kumi, and 7 others stand attentive to their
new mentor Zemnah. In the background other groups of ten are
going through similar training exercises.

ZEMNAH
Each weapon serves a different
purpose. There are three different
classes of weapon: Your bows and
arrows and slings are for fighting
at long distances. As your foe
approaches you can use the javelin
iT you have one. Finally, when your
enemy 1S upon you, the sword,
cimeter, club, and axe can be used.
Melekai let’s start with you.

Kumi pats him on the shoulder as he steps out of line.
Melekail goes forward nervously and awkwardly.

ZEMNAH
Stand in front of me and take your
sword.

Melekai complies.

ZEMNAH (cont’d)
There are three ways that an enemy
will strike. Head on,

He demonstrates.

ZEMNAH (cont’d)
from the side or top,

Another demonstration.

ZEMNAH (cont’d)
and in a closed position,

Another demonstration.

ZEMNAH (cont’d)
which means that you need to be
able to block from these three
positions. And not only be able to
block, but also be able to escape

(MORE)
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ZEMNAH (cont”d)
and then penetrate their weak zone.
Does that make sense?

The boys nod affirmatively.

ZEMNAH (cont’d)
Let’s start with blocking. First
Lets say | come in from the front.

He slowly lunges at Melekai.

ZEMNAH
How are you going to block me?

Melekia swings his sword to knock Zemnah’s out of the way.

ZEMNAH
Very good. But did you feel a
little awkward at about mid way
through your swing?

Melekail nods affirmatively.

ZEMNAH
This time hold your sword like
this.

Zemnah shows him how to hold his sword and swing properly
for a better block, and again plunges his sword at Melekai,
who 1n turn blocks with greater force and balance.

ZEMNAH
Much better. Did you feel a little
more solid in your position this
time?

Melekai nods his head with a little more confidence.

MELEKAI
Yes, that felt good.

ZEMNAH
Excellent. Now I want all of you to
notice what happened to me as
Melekai blocked my attack.

They repeat the maneuver.

ZEMNAH (cont’d)
Notice that as he blocks me he now
has two options. My left side is
completely exposed and 1 am off

(MORE)
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ZEMNAH (cont’d)
balance for just a second. Melekai
on the other hand has put himself
in a position to come in with a
quick back swing to my belly. This
in turn could throw off the enemy
for another second which, again
gives Melekail the chance to place
another blow. Never take the first
strike. Use your energy to throw
the enemy off balance and then
strike.

The boys nod as though 1t i1s beginning to click.

ZEMNAH
There are four things you need to
be aware of during an attack.
First, how to block. Second, how to
notice when the enemy is off
balance. Third, where the
vulnerability is after the block.
And fourth, which method of
striking will effectively disarm
the foe.

The boys are very engrossed in what he is saying.

ZEMNAH (cont”d)
Keep 1n mind however, that each
situation is different. You many
not always throw your enemy off
balance on the first block, they
may not always leave themselves
exposed, and you may not always be
in the best position to swing. This
applies for all close combat
weapons, the axe, the cimeter, and
the club. Now grab a partner and
lets practice.

The boys pair up and begin practicing. As they do they talk
very intelligently one with another about each move they try
and its effect on the other.

MELEKAI
Try this Nefi, did you see how you
lost your balance?

NEFI
Uh huh.
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MELEKAI
IT you move your foot here that
should help. I think your are
losing balance because of the
distance between your feet.

Nefi tries the move and i1t works.

NEFI
It worked Melekai!
MELEKAI
You just about knocked me over on

that one.
Zemnah makes comments to each boy now and again.

ZEMNAH
Kumi hold your sword a little
higher. Good. Zoram try planting
your feet more when you swing.
Nefi. Use your other hand to block
when you do that.

We see i1n his face that he is very impressed with how
quickly they learn.

ZEMNAH (cont’d)
Very good boys. Very good. Now lets
go over the axe. It is a bit
different but many of the same
concepts apply .

Zemnah goes through each weapon. We see the boys practicing
with the sword, cimeter, axe, club, then the javelin, and
finally arrows. Occasionally they mess up and either Zemnah
is there offering suggestions, or they laugh, their partner
puts his arm on the others shoulder in re-affirmation, hands
him another arrow or javelin, and they try again.

In the late afternoon the boys are lined up each with their
weapons of war. Each one of them stands now with
significantly more confidence.

ZEMNAH (cont’d)
Boys, you have done an excellent
job today. Melekai, you will be the
commander of this group. It is up
to you to lead them to victory or
to death.

Melekail i1s a bit thrown back by this assignment.
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MELEKAI
Master Zemnah, why me? 1’ve never
been to battle before. What am 1
supposed to do?

ZEMNAH
Just do the best you can. You will
know what to do when the time
comes.

Melekai looks really flustered. Kumi puts his hand on
Melekai’s shoulder and the others give him a look of full
support.

His brother looks at him and smiles with pride. Melekai
brightens up.

ZEMNAH
I want to tell you boys one last
thing before we head off to Gid,
not to scare you but to prepare
you; when you are in the heat of
battle 1t Is easy to get confused
and break down and 1f this happens
you become an easy target.

The boys become very serious and wide-eyed.

ZEMNAH
But 1 will promise you this, if you
are true and faithful to the
instructions of Helaman and your
commander of 10, and live your
lives right before God, when that
time comes you will have the
strength and the focus you need.
Now lets get going so we can make
it to Gid before dark.

The boys look pensative, pick up there things, and begin the
march to Gid. Other groups are also finishing up and
leaving.

EXT. GID (LATE AFTERNOON)

As they walk into Gid, the boys look tired.

Gid 1s a village of roughly 300 inhabitants, there are no
large structures, just small dwellings and farmland.

People watch as the boys walk past them. At the other end of
town Helaman waits. The boys begin to separate to set up
their tents, while Zemnah approaches Helaman.
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HELAMAN
How did i1t go, Zemnah?

ZEMNAH
Very well. The boys learn quickly.

HELAMAN
Good to hear. Why don’t you help
them set up camp. When you are done
your men are on the west side of
camp with the prisoners. 1 think
they could use a break.

ZEMNAH
Of course.

Zemnah pats Helaman on the arm and turn to walk away.

HELAMAN
And Zemnah.

Zemnah turns back.

HELAMAN (cont’d)
Thank you for your help, today.

ZEMNAH
I only pray it’s enough. Good night
Helaman.

HELAMAN

Good night Zemnah.

Helaman watches Zemnah walk into the group of boys setting
up camp and then gazes up at the stars.

EXT. CAMP OF THE LAMANITES (EVENING)

A group of Lamanites sits around a fire, one of many iIn this
enormous camp. Some of the men are sharpening their swords
and other weapons, others just sit looking into the flames.
Each of then is dark-skinned, painted, and very terrifying
in appearance. MORINACUM is sharpening his sword.

MOR1ANCUM
The First time 1 thrust this sword
into the flesh of another man, 1711
never forget that sense of instant
power. It was like something just
broke loose inside me.

The other men look over at him, expressionless.
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MOR1ANCUM
I could feel it twitch with the
beat of his heart.

He moves his now sharp show to recreate the event. The look
on his face becomes more and more disturbing, as he becomes
absorbed in what he Is saying.

MORIANCUM (cont’d)
And then to watch that ugly Nephite
take his last breath, as he fell
off my sword, and cried out for his
God. It was almost as funny as the
look on his families face. 1 think
that was the first time I killed a
child, and his harlot mother.

The other men go back to what they were doing in
disinterest.

MORIANCUM (cont”d)
I took the kid first, so I could
watch the mother beg. Children make
an interesting sound when they die.

OMNER
Are we going to get more wood on
the fire?

SHEM
IT you are too lazy to get off your
skinny butt and get it then you
deserve to freeze.

MOR IANCUM
Yeah i1t sounds something like ...

SHEM
Don’t you have any other stories to
tell Moriancum? I think we’ve heard
that one about 5 times now.

The other men go about their business. Still no wood on the
fire.

OMNER

Oh, 1°ve got one. It was at the
battle at Simonanec. Five of us
chased down this Nephite. He was so
scared, it was funny. 1 think we
were even laughing during the
chase. Anyway, we caught up with
him and tied him to a tree. He kept

(MORE)
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OMNER (cont’d)
praying to his little god as we
danced around taking a piece out of
him here and a piece out of him
there.

SHEM
Good for you. Now how about some
wood for the Ffire.

OMNER
You guys are no fun.

He gets up to grab some wood.

SHEM
All my fun is right here.

He lifts up his container of wine and takes a big gulp and
wipes his mouth

SHEM (cont”d)
To the death of all Nephite, Men,
Women. ..and Children.

They all lift their sword and wine and cheer and sing.

Moriancum and Omner get up and start to dance together.
Everyone laughs.

INT. TENT, GID CAMP (EVENING)

Melekai walks into the tent after putting out the fire, his
group of ten are either in bed or getting ready.

Kumi picks up two sticks throws one to another of the boys,
and they start to duel. They laugh and Kumi fake dies as he
receives a fatal blow.

MELEKAI
You’re so childish.

KUMI
(getting up)
Come on Melekai. Lighten up.
He tosses the stick to Melekai.

MELEKAI
This 1s so stupid. I mean...
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He holds it for a minute and then takes a surprise jab at
Kumi. They duke it out until they end up iIn a wrestling
match. The boys are cheering them on, but not too loud.
Finally, Melekail has Kumi In an inescapable position.

KUMI
(muffled)
So are you ready to surrender.

Melekai just laughs and pushes him away.

KUMI (cont’d)
(Joking)
Next time you will not be so lucky.

MELEKAI
Alright, come on we need to get to
sleep. We’ve got a full days march
tomorrow.

They all settle down and get into bed.
KUMI

You know Melekai. I’m glad Zemnah
picked you to be our commander.

NEFI
Me too.
OTHER BOYS
Amen to that. Definitely. Me too.
KUMI
Seriously Melekai. 1 can’t think of
anyone else I would rather serve
with.
MELEKAI
Thanks Kumi. I just hope I don’t
mess up.-
KUMI

Me too. Good night.

MELEKAI
Good night. Good night Nefi.

NEFI
Good night Melekai.

They go to sleep.
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INT. HELAMAN”S TENT (EVENING)

Helaman and about 15 of his men sit in Helaman’s tent. The
men are talking amongst themselves. Zemnah is the last to
enter. After he sits down Helaman stands.

HELAMAN
Thank you for coming, all of you,
and thank you so much for your help
with the boys. I have received word
tonight that Antipus i1s in need of
reinforcements i1n Judea. Tomorrow 1
will take my young men there and
see what we can do to help. We
should arrive in three days.

TEANCUM
Helaman are you sure about this. 1
mean these boys, they’re just
children.

ZEMNAH
But you saw how the trained today.
I have never seen anyone learn so
fast, in all my life.

TEANCUM
But still. Not one of them has ever
been In combat and here we are
sending them into one of the most
dangerous areas.

HELAMAN
Do you all feel this way?

They all look at each other and nod their heads iIn the
affirmative.

HELAMAN (cont’d)
Well then let me ask this. What
other alternative do we have?

They again look around as though he has a good point.

HELAMAN (cont’d)
Our resources have been exhausted
fortifying our cities. In the last
year we have lost roughly 40,000
men, women, and children to the
Lamanites. They have penetrated our
lands where we thought we were
strongest. Soldiers everywhere are
exhausted. What other choice do we
have?
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They all look down knowing he is right.

TEANCUM
But still. They’re so young.

HELAMAN
I know Teancum. But I also know how
I felt back in Jershon when the
boys began to stand up and
volunteer. For once in this long
war 1 felt a spark of hope.

TEANCUM
Well 1 hope you’re right Helaman.
Is there anything else we need to
discuss?

No one responds.

TEANCOM
Then tomorrow I will take the men
and the prisoners back to
Zarahelma.

Everyone is quiet.

HELAMAN
Well if there is nothing else then
I will see you all tomorrow bright
and early.

As the men separate we can tell that they are all physically
and mentally drained.

EXT. GID (MORNING)

Helaman stands at the head of his new army. They are
structured and organized ready to march.

In the background Teancum, Zemnah and the other men head off
in a different direction with the prisoners. Melekail watches
Zemnah as he takes charge of a group of prisoners. He is
firm, but treats them kindly and with respect.

Helaman calls out to the boys. Melekai’s attention is drawn
forward.

HELAMAN
Alright my sons, 1t’s a three days
journey from here to Judea, so lets
get going.

The boys seem much more confident today as they head off.
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NEFI
(teasing)
Melekai did you hear that, we’re
going to Judea. Do you know who
lives there?

MELEKAI
No. Who?

Nefi’s attempt to tease Melekair i1s thwarted, and he becomes
much more blunt.

NEF1
Mara.

Melekai grabs him in a headlock.

MELEKAI
I know monkey boy. I°m just
playing. 1 hope she’s got some of
that delicious bread when we get
there.

They march forward with the army.

EXT. FOREST (DAY)

Melekai and his group are at the front of the army. He and
his brother are just a few meters from Helaman. Based on
their appearance they have obviously been traveling for a
long period of time. The boys look tired and are dragging a
bit.

NEF1
Melekai. There’s Helaman.

MELEKAI
Should we go talk to him.

Nefi looks excited but timid.
NEF1
I don”t know what if he doesn’t
want to talk to us.

MELEKAI
I’m sure he wouldn’t mind. Come on.

They work their way through the last few boys. Helaman looks
equally as tired as the boys.



MELEKAI (cont’d)
Um, greetings, Brother Helaman.

Helaman looks to see where the voice is coming from.

HELAMAN
Oh, hi. I recognize you. You are
the young man who stood up at the
meeting In Jershon.

MELEKAI
I amn. My name’s Melekai, and this
iIs my brother Nefi.

HELAMAN
Pleased to meet you. That was a
very noble thing to do. When I was
your age | don’t think I could have
done something like that.

NEFI

Are you really the prophet?
HELAMAN

I am.
MELEKAI

So why are you here then? 1 thought
prophets just sat around and, well,
prophesied.

Helaman chuckles.

HELAMAN
No Melekai. 1°m just a regular guy.
I have a family back In Zarahelma,
I have land that I work to feed
them, and I dislike war as much as
the next guy. A prophet is more
like a servant.

MELEKAI
A servant?

HELAMAN
God lets me know what his will is,
and I do it.

MELEKAI
How does he let you know his will?
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HELAMAN
Well that’s a good question. It
varies. Sometimes it is through
ways that are too sacred to talk
about, other times i1t just feels
like the right thing to do, so I do
it, and it always seems to work out
for good. Like this war for
example. Things started getting
bad, so 1 prayed to find out i1f
there was anything 1 could do to
help, and, well it just seemed like
the right thing to do. What the
future has in store | have no idea,
but whatever 1t is I’m sure will be
for our good. So tell me about your
family.

MELEKAI
There’s not really much to tell. My
father works in barley. At least he
used to until the Lamanites
attacked. My mother takes care of
Nefi and me and our younger brother
and sister.

HELAMAN
What about you? What do you like to
do?

MELEKAI
Oh, 1’'m like any other boy I
suppose. 1 like to hunt and fish.
Hang out with most of my friends,
except Kumi here.

Helaman smiles, Kumi gives Melekair a dirty look.

MELEKAI
No, I’m joking. Kumi and 1 have
been best friends since we were

able to walk. Which, 1 suppose is
both a good thing and a bad thing
sometimes.

Suddenly there is an odd sound up ahead in the forest. It
sounds like people, but i1t is hard to tell. Helaman motions
to everyone to stop and be quiet. They all stop talking. He
motions to everyone to get down, and they do.

HELAMAN
You boys wait here a minute. 1’11
be right back.
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He creeps forward to see what is going on. The boys look
very nervous. He disappears in the vegetation. The boys wait
in anticipation.

Before long he returns, a little less quiet.

HELAMAN (cont”d)
Come on boys, we’ve got some men up
here that need our help.

A few hundred feet up they run into the weary army of
AMULEK, an average sized, cuacasian man In his early 40s.
Some of the men In his army are seriously injured, others
are fine. They all look exhausted.

In the middle of their group are a few hundred captured
Lamanites. Some are also severely injured, others look very
bitter.

EXT. FOREST OUTSIDE JUDEA (DAY)

A Lamanite sneaks through the forest, very quiet, very
confident. As he moves forward we see others doing the same.
Their numbers steadily increase.

We follow them, and then continue past them, and realize we
are sneaking up on a city. Judea. A large city mildly
guarded, but surrounded by walls of earth and heavy timbers.
EXT. JUDEA (DAY)

A small army is exiting the city of Judea and heading off in
an opposite direction of the Lamanite Army hidden in the
woods.

We see a Lamanite watching them from the forest wall as they
leave.

The last of the army exits and the soldiers at the end speak
with the guards at the gate.

The guard nods, closes the gate and the army takes off.
The army disappears.

Soon a group of Judeans approach the gate. It is the same
group that Mara and her mother left with from Jershon. We
see Mara, her mother, and Kumi’s Father in the group.

They begin passing through the gates.
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Again we see the Lamanite in the forest. Guards look out
from towers inside the walled city.

With the last of the travelers through the gate the guard
begins to shutting the large doors with the help of the
other guards.

Suddenly the Lamanites burst through the edge of the woods.
Screaming and firing arrows like a hail storm.

The guards at the gate yell at the travelers to get inside.
The guards in the lookout towers are hit by the barrage of
arrows before they can sound a warning.

Kumi’s father turns around to help the guards get the gate
closed, but is no match for the storm of arrows and along
with the guards fall to the ground.

Mara turns around just in time to see what has happened and
cries out.

MARA
Noooo!

Her mother grabs her to keep running.
The Lamanites slam into the open gate full speed.

A small army of leftover soldiers and men from the village
grab anything they can use as a weapon and try to hold off
the Lamanites spilling through the gates, but they are no
match for the sudden onslaught.

All men yielding weapons are quickly mowed down. Men who
don’t have weapons are beat into submission. Women are
attacked as they try and hide themselves and their children
as their husbands and fathers are beaten down.

Soon the battle is over. Lamanites sweep the city to wipe
out any remaining resistance and we occasionally hear cries
of their victims.

As the masses are subdued and things are calmed down,
Ammoron is escorted into the city. His army bows as he
passes. He makes his way to the center of the city, where
his military leaders await him at the central plaza.

AMMORON
Excellent work, Zeezrom. What is
the status of our army?
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ZEEZROM
We lost five men lord.

AMMORON
Very good. We need more battles
like that.

ZEEZROM
We have separated the men from the
women and children.

AMMORON
Keep the men subdued, the last
thing we need Is a resistance.

ZEEZROM
Yes lord.

AMMORON
I want you and the men to take of
the spoils and prepare a great
feast to celebrate our victory. We
need fruits, meat, wine, and of
course women. Tonight we will all
live like gods.

Zeezrom smiles.

ZEEZROM
You are a gift from the gods,
Master Ammoron.

Zeezrom runs off as Ammoron looks over his new kingdom with
pride.

EXT. BALL FIELD, JUDEA (DAY)

All of the women and children have been gathered and placed
in the court-like ball field. Soldiers stand above watching
them making flirtacious gestures, while the women cringe in
fear and disgust.

Zeezrom arrives looks over the crowd, talks with the
soldiers and points at Mara and a handful of others.

The soldiers make their way through the screaming women who
do all they can to protect themselves and their daughters.

They grab Mara as she fights to get loose, and forcefully
pull her out of the crowd.
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After Mara and the other women have been removed. Zeezrom
calls the guards together speaks to them as a group. He
leaves and they start to laugh and turn and stare lustfully
at the helpless women.

EXT. FOREST (DAY)

Helaman and Amulek are separated from the resting soldiers,
men and boys. The boys stare at the wounded and those caring
for them and say nothing. They look at the Lamanites, but
quickly turn away, when they make eye contact and see their
angry expressions.

HELAMAN
Amulek, what happened?

Amulek sits there looking down shaking his head.

AMULEK
Three days ago we were attacked at
the city of Jericho. The battle
became exceedingly sore. When it
was all over I had lost three
fourths of my men and several were
carried away captive. Every day
their armies grow stronger,
Helaman, and ours grow weaker.
Rumor has 1t that Ammoron himself
IS amassing an army to come against
us.

We see bottled frustration swelling In Helaman. He shakes
his head and look a little upset.

HELAMAN
I knew Ammoron before he joined the
Lamanites. He was a good man
passionate about the church and
kind to others. 1t wasn’t until he
began to preach his on philosophies
and interpretations of the
scriptures that his personality
began to changed. When we asked him
to stop he became so bitter. With
all the love we could muster we
pled with him to change. It was
like a switch suddenly went off iIn
his head. He began to slander each
of us, and before we could reply he
stomped 1n a blaze, all because we
refused to accept his philosophies.
Who would have thought it would
lead to this.
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They both sit there in silence, frustrated.

AMULEK
My men are weak and many of the
prisoners are beginning to sense
it. We had intended to take them to
Zarahemla, but 1 fear we won’t
last.

HELAMAN
My army is at your service Amulek.

Just tell me what you need us to
do.

Amulek thinks for a minute. He knows the answer, but is
hesitant to ask.

AMULEK
There i1s a small city nearby,
Tzepultapec. If you and your army
could escort the prisoners there 1
could get my men to Zarahelma, drop
off the wounded and then return for
the prisoners. There are enough men
in Tzepultapec, to watch the
prisoners, so that you can continue
on to Judea. 1°m sorry to put this
burden on you and your army

Helaman.

HELAMAN
We are all in this war together,
Amulek.

He looks Amulek in the eye. Amulek nods.

AMULEK
Thank you Helaman.

HELAMAN
Then that’s the plan. We should
have the prisoners in Tzepultapec
by tomorrow and be in Judea the
following day.

Helaman gets up, puts his hand on Amuleks weary shoulder,
and then goes to speak to his army.

HELAMAN
There has been a change of plans.
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EXT. FOREST (DAY)

Amulek”s army heads off into the forest as Helaman and his
army are left with the prisoners. The prisoners are
surrounded by Helaman’s army.

Helaman addresses the prisoners.

HELAMAN
IT you give us no trouble, we
promise that we will give you none.
Any attempts to escape or signs of
resistance however, will be met
with an appropriate punishment. Any
questions?

PRISONER
What is your child army going to
do, slap us?

The Lamanites laugh at the comment. Some of the boys fidget
after the demeaning remark.

Helaman stomps up to the man who made the remark and puts
his sword right at his throat.

HELAMAN
These boys will follow my command
and 1T 1 command them to end your
life then this day will you meet
your adversary in his kingdom. Do 1
make myself clear?

The prisoner tries to be tough and smile, but Helaman
presses harder up against his throat with his sword. He
swallows and nods.

Helaman stands back and addresses all prisoners.

HELAMAN (cont”d)
There will be no attempts to
escape, no contention, no
blasphemy, no vulgarity. Those who
choose to participate iIn such
behavior will be disciplined
accordingly. Am 1 understood?

PRISONERS
Yes.

HELAMAN
What was that?
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PRISONERS
(a little louder)
Yes.

The men calm down, Helaman relaxes and steps back.

HELAMAN
Alright, lets have one prisoner per
three boys. You three take him. You
three over there, take...

EXT. FOREST (DAY)

The army of Helaman travels toward Tzepultapec. Prisoners
are obviously disgruntled. The boys don’t speak much except
for barking out an occasional order when the prisoners slow
down or start to act strange.

Melekai, Nefi, and Kumi escort an 18-year-old Lamanite
prisoner, small but fit. His features are dark, and his head
iIs shaved except for a tuft of hair on the top of his head,
tied up in a pony tail. He looks very annoyed with the whole
ordeal .

Melekai keeps looking over at him, while Kumi tends to him.

PRISONER
What?

MELEKAI
What do you mean, what?

Kumi pokes him with his sheathed sword. The prisoners gives
Kumi a mean look.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
It’s alright Kumi.

PRISONER
Nevermind.

He looks forward and just keeps walking.

MELEKAI
So what makes your people do it?

The prisoner remains silent, looking forward as he continues
to walk.

MELEKAI
I mean, our people have never,
attacked you people, other than to

(MORE)
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MELEKA1 (cont’d)
defend ourselves when you come
against us. | have never heard
anyone speak down about your
people, except in describing the
horrible things you have done to
us, and for no obvious reason. So
why do you do i1t?

The prisoner looks really annoyed and frustrated.

PRISONER
I don’t know.

MELEKAI
What do you mean you don”t know?
How can you not know why you go
into a village a slaughter i1nnocent
men, women, and children who don’t
even put up a fight?!

PRISONER
Hey look. I just do what 1°m told.
Not all of us are iIn this war for
the love of killing.

MELEKAI
So you do it just because there is
nothing else to do?

PRISONER
No!

MELEKAI
Then what?

PRISONER

Look. 1 fight or my family dies.
OK. When a group of men comes iInto
your village, holds your mother by
the hair and threatens to slit her
throat unless you join the fight,
we all say yes.

Not the answer Melekal was expecting.

MELEKAI
I’m sorry. 1 didn”t know.

PRISONER
No. Most people don’t. They think
we are all ravenous, baby killers,
who delight in spilling the blood
of Nephites.
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MELEKAI
What about the stories 1’ve heard?

PRISONER
I said not all are like that, but
some are. A lot of men get riled up
about what they hear iIn training.

MELEKAI
Like what?

PRISONER
Well they tell us your fathers
stole our fathers birthright to
rein over this people, that killing
a Nephite 1s a noble thing, that
when i1t is all over life will be
much better.

MELEKAI

Why would they say that?
PRISONER

Like I said, I just do what I°m

told.
They continue walking, without speaking for a few seconds.
The prisoner now instead of looking upset, looks tired.

MELEKAI
I’m Melekai. This is my brother
Nefi and my friend Kumi.

The prisoner looks at each of them.

PRISONER
I’m SHEREM.

MELEKAI
So Sherem, tell me more about your
family.

Sherem looks over a Melekai a little confused. He looks away
processing the request.

SHEREM
My father i1s a farmer.

MELEKAI
Really. So i1s mine. What does he
farm?
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SHEREM
Barley.

MELEKAI
Mine to. Nefi, did you hear that
Sherem farms Barley, just like us.

NEFI
Do you hate it as much as 1 do?

SHEREM
It can definitely be tedious
sometimes, but 1 guess you get used
to it...

They continue walking with the army.

INT. JUDEA PLAZA (LATE AFTERNOON)

Prisoners in Judea are forced to play music at the
celebration of King Ammoron and his chief captain’s victory.

Ammoron and his men enjoy a very lavished feast and the
company of frightened, uncomfortable women.

Ammoron is next to Mara. She is not having a good time.

As the music dies down he stands up shaking off a good meal
and lots of wine.

AMMORON
Don’t you men stay up too late.

They all laugh.
Ammoron looks down at Mara.

AMMORON (cont”d)
You’ll be joining me tonight.

He grabs her and she screams and cries as he drags her back
to one of the rooms, with his wine In one hand.

When he arrives at the room he throws her on the ground.

Mara i1s crying and avoids eye contact with Ammoron. Ammoron
just stares at her as he drinks.

AMMORON (cont”d)
You are indeed a gift from the
heavens.
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He walks over to her and squats down beside her. She tenses
up. He brushes his hand through her hair. She pulls away.

AMMORON (cont’d)
Tell me your name, beautiful one.

She sits there in silence, very tense. He takes another big
drink and throws the container on the ground. He is a little
more upset, but still collected.

AMMORON (cont’d)
Very well 1 will give you a name.
From this point on, in my kingdom
you shall be known as Sharamet
queen of beauty. Tell me Sharamet
do you find me attractive?

She i1s silent. Ammoron becomes frustrated with her and grabs
her face so she is looking at him.

AMMORON (cont”d)
You will answer me when 1 speak to
you. Do I make myself clear? Do 1?

Mara is in tears and very fearful. She answers him
reluctantly.

MARA
Yes.

Ammoron calms down.

AMMORON
Of course you do.

With one hand on her face, he puts the other on her waist.
She becomes extremely uncomfortable. He moves in closer.

As he does we see Mara’s hand go for the discarded bottle.
It is In her hand as he comes 1In for a kiss. She lets out a
desperate scream and slams the bottle Into his head.

It knocks him cold and he falls over to her side. Mara
pushes him away, scoots over to the wall by the door and
cries.

Just outside the party continues.
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EXT. HELAMAN”S CAMP (DUSK)

The army of Helaman sets up camp. The prisoners do most of
the work, while the boys stand by with their swords. In
Melekai’s group however, Melekai and Kumi both help Sherem
in setting up the tent.

SHEREM
This Helaman that leads you, he
seems like a good man, much
different than our military
leaders.

MELEKAI
Really, what are your leaders like?

SHEREM
Our leaders are very unforgiving.
You do exactly what you are told
or face severe consequences. They
use words that your people would
find very offensive.

He looks over at Helaman helping some boys with their tent.

SHEREM (cont’d)
You would never see them helping
the men like that. The men do the
work, they do the planning....and
the drinking. And when 1t comes to
prisoners, you would never want to
be a prisoner among our people.
Some of the men make a game out of
the ways they can torture the
prisoners. When your people
captured me three days ago 1 was
terrified.

MELEKAI
How do you feel now?

SHEREM
You are a very peculiar people
Melekai .

EXT. MELEKAI*S TENT (NIGHT)

An hour or so later it is dark. Nefi has a fire going and is
turning the meat. All of them sit around the fire except for
Sherem and the two other prisoners from Melekai’s group of
ten who sit by themselves by the tent.
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NEFI
Supper’s done.

Melekai and the others dive in.

MELEKAI
Wow, Nefi. Nice job, this i1s the
best venison | have ever tasted.

He looks over his shoulder at the prisoners.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
You guys better get over here
before 1t’s all gone.

They look at each other and then get up timidly and walk
over to the fire.

SHEREM
This is good Nefi.

One of the boys looks over at one of the other prisoners.
The prisoner gives him a nasty look, and goes back to
eating. The boy looks down and keeps eating.

MELEKAI
Helaman says we should make 1t to
Tzepultapec sometime tomorrow. Have
any of you been there before?

The two prisoners look at each other and then go back to
eating. One of the boys sees them and becomes suspicious. He
keeps watching them. One of them hands something to the
other, and the boy stands up.

BOY
What have you got in your hand?!

They both look a little perturbed.

BOY (cont’d)
Come on, lets see it.

It’s a piece of bread they stole from another boy in the
circle.

The boy who accused them is a little shaky from his
emotions.

PRISONER
Satisfied?

The boy nods and sits down, keeping an eye on both of them.
The one prisoner addresses the other.
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PRISONER
(mockingly)
It looks like someone’s mama didn’t
feed them today.

They both chuckle. Sherem looks over at them.

SHEREM
Stop i1t you two.

PRISONER 1
What’s up with you Sherem. You
turning into a Nephite lover.

PRISONER 2
Yeah Sherem, pretty soon you’re
going to be drinking out of you
mother’s. ..

Melekail gets up pulls out his sword and puts iIn right in
Prisoner 2’s face.

MELEKAI
You will watch your mouth. If you
say one more unkind remark about
Sherem or any of my friends, 1 will
personally make sure that no more
words ever come out of your mouth
again. Do 1 make myself clear?

The prisoners are silenced and shocked by Melekai’s actions.

PRISONER
We were only playing.

MELEKAI
Now give Jeren back his bread.

The prisoners roll their eyes and give him back his bread.
Melekai relaxes.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
Look 1f you’re still hungry all you
had to do was ask.
He tosses them some of his bread. They look annoyed.
Everyone sits quietly now, staring into the fire.

SHEREM
I don”t get you Melekai.
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MELEKAI
What do you mean?

SHEREM
Well, Here we are a group of
Lamanites that have been killing
your people, destroying your homes,
and just making your lives
miserable, and you haven’t once
scoffed at us, you haven’t been
physically abusive in any way, and
here you let us sit and eat with
you. Why?

MELEKAI
I don’t know. Maybe 1t’s something
like what you explained earlier.

Sherem gives him a confused look.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
You said that in your training you
were taught to hate us, to abuse
us. 1 suppose the more you hear it,
the more you believe i1t, and the
more you incorporate it iIn your
lives, until what was at first,
obviously wrong, becomes right. We
have all grown up being taught to
be kind to other, to forgive one
another.

Sherem looks as though what Melekai just said made sense.

MELEKA1 (cont’d)
I have to admit, when 1 first saw
your group yesterday, the last
thing 1 wanted to do was forgive
you or be kind to you. But, | guess
as | have gotten to know you a
little better, I realize you are
just like us. Maybe a little
grumpier,

He looks over at the other two prisoners, who sneer.
MELEKAI (cont’d)
but at your core, you are just
regular guys dealing with your own
struggles.

Sherem nods his head, deep in thought.
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SHEREM
Interesting philosophy.

INT. MELEKAI’S TENT (NIGHT)

The boys including Sherem and the other prisoners are
getting into bed. Melekai sits outside pulling guard duty.
Nefi1 sticks his head out the tent door.

NEFI
Good night Melekai.

MELEKAI
Good night Nefi.

Nefi just stands there staring at Melekai.

NEF1
Melekai .

MELEKAI
Yes Nefi.

NEF1

Could we pray before 1 go to sleep?

MELEKAI
Sure.

Nefi exits the tent and he and Melekai kneel down. Melekai
puts his arm around his brother, who offers the prayer.

NEFI
Father. We give thanks for your
protection this day and that we
were able to have the strength for
the long march, and that none of
the prisoners tried to hurt us. We
also give thanks for our new friend
Sherem.

Sherem lays in bed with his eyes open listening to Nefi.
NEF1 (cont’d)
We ask you to bless mother and

father, especially father as he
recovers from his wounds.

Back to Sherem.
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NEFI (cont’d)
I give thanks for my big brother
and that he can watch over me.
Please protect him, and please help
Helaman to lead us right. And these
things 1 ask in the name of our
Lord. Amen.

Melekai squeezes him with the one arm he has around him, and
pats him on the shoulder.

MELEKAI
Thank you Nefi.

Nefi gets up to go back In the tent.
MELEKAI (cont’d)
Sleep well tonight little brother.
Oh, and remind Tamak that he has
watch In two hours.

NEFI
OK. Good night Melekai.

Melekai walks over and sits down by the fire.

EXT. MELEKAI”S TENT (NIGHT)

Melekai has been sitting for a while, still by the fire,
looking into the flames, and warming himself.

Faintly he notices the sound of a breaking twig, looks over,
and squints into the darkness.

One of the Lamanites is sneaking through camp to escape.
Melekai yells out.

MELEKAI
Stop! Someone’s escaping! Get up!

He grabs his sword and begins the pursuit.

As he runs he notices that about 15 more have also managed
to evade their guards and are running along, slowly coming
together. They are very fast, but he keeps on their tail.

The call wakes several other boys in camp. They get ready
quickly and are also iIn pursuit, but it Is dark and they
have a hard time finding the way.
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Melekai is alone in the chase now. As he catches up with the
one of the men, the Lamanite turns around with hands in the
air.

LAMANITE PRISONER
OK. You’ve got me. 1 give up.

He 1s serious, but then starts to laugh.

Melekai becomes very uneasy. He realizes he i1s alone. Out of
the dark the other men appear. Melekal tries to reassure
himself and shouts out for support.

MELEKAI
Kumi!? Tamak!?

Nothing.

LAMANITE PRISONER 2
well, well, well. If It isn’t one
of the fearsome Nephite boys.

Melekai sticks out his sword out in an attempt to hold them
back.

MELEKAI
You guys need to come with me.

LAMANITE PRISONER 2
Oh, I°’m sorry we didn’t mean to
escape. We’ll come peacefully.

They all laugh.

LAMANITE PRISONER 2 (cont’d)
Now why don’t you just give me that
sword so no one gets hurt.

The man reaches out for the sword, Melekai takes a swing and
cuts his arm. The Lamanite becomes very disgruntled.

From behind one of the prisoners grabs Melekai in an choke
hold which throws him off guard, making it easy for the
Lamanite he just cut to grab his sword.
Melekai stops struggling, but the prisoner holds tight.
LAMANITE PRISONER 2 (cont’d)
Well brothers. I think it’s time we
taught this boy a lesson.

They all chuckle.
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LAMANITE PRISONER 2 (cont’d)
So tell me, Nephite, how would you
like 1t. In the heart so you die
quickly, or in the gut so your
friends can find you and watch you
die. Oh, but then we wouldn’t be
able to watch. And what could be
more fun than watching a haughty,
self-righteous, pig headed, ugly
Nephite, Die!

He lifts the sword to cut him down the middle but an arrow
strikes him squarely in the chest and he falls dead.

The others panic and run. Melekai falls to the ground.

He hears the vegetation part behind him, looks up, and there
stands Sherem. He helps Melekai up, then reaches down and
picks up his sword for him.

SHEREM
Thank you for all you’ve done
Melekai. Here, give these back to
your brother.

He hands him a bow and arrows. Melekail takes them and then
Sherem turns to run off.

MELEKAI
Wait, where are you going?
SHEREM
Back to my people.
MELEKAI
You don’t have to go. Stay with us.
Help us.
SHEREM

I’m a Lamanite Melekai. My family
needs me. Thank you for your
kindness.

He disappears into the forest. Melekai is left standing. He
looks at the arrows, looks at where Sherem disappeared, and
then turns back to camp.
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EXT. HELAMAN”S CAMP (MORNING)

The boys are packing up and begininning their march. Melekai
looks depressed as he puts his pack on and starts walking.
Helaman comes up from behind and puts his arm around him.

HELAMAN
Rough night last night?

MELEKAI
I feel like such a fool.

HELAMAN
Well then 1°m afraid you are going
to feel like a fool alot.

Melekai gives Helaman a surprise/confused look.

HELAMAN
Escapes happen all the time iIn war
Melekai. Don”’t come down on
yourself too hard. You did the best
you could last night. Just keep
doing that and you’ll be a great
leader.

MELEKAI
Thanks.

Helaman pats him on the back, picks up his pace, and
addresses the army.

HELAMAN
Alright boys, lets get moving. We
have two hours to Tzepultapec.

The remaining boys grab their stuff and join the march.

EXT. TZEPULTAPEC (DAY)

An old man tends his flocks as Helaman’s army emerges out of
the forest and into the open. His focus goes on the army as
they come closer.

HELAMAN
Good morning brother. 1 am Helaman
from Zarahelma. We have come from
Jershon. 1 need a place to drop off
some Lamanite prisoners.
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SHEPARD
Antipus arrived yesterday with an
army, perhaps you should talk to
him.

HELAMAN
Why 1s Antipus here? 1 thought he
was In Judea?

SHEPARD
I don”t know he showed up
yesterday.

Helaman look a little confused and concerned.

HELAMAN
Come on boys. Thank you.

The gentleman nods.

Helaman continues marching toward the city.

EXT. TZEPULTAPEC (DAY)

Inside the city walls, from one of the look out towers,
Antipus, a tall slender Caucasian man in his mid thirties,
with dirty blond hair, dressed in military uniform, sees the
army of Helaman approach the city and runs down to greet
him. Helaman addresses the boys next to him.

HELAMAN
Continue on into the city and find
a place to rest.

ANTIPUS
Helaman. You made i1t. Thanks be to
our God, you made 1it.

Helaman slows and stops, the army continues on into the
city.

HELAMAN
Antipus what is going on? | was
supposed to meet you in Judea.

ANTIPUS
I have bad news. Let’s get inside
where we can talk.

Helaman follows Antipus into the city.
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EXT. TZEPULTAPEC (DAY)

The boys are scattered throughout the city resting
and visiting with one another. A couple of Antipus’s
soldiers come walking down the street. Melekail overhears

them speak.

SOLDIER 1
Antipus is meeting with Helaman as
we speak.

SOLDIER 2

I hope they can come up with a
solution. If not it doesn’t look
good for the people of Judea.

Melekai gets up and runs over to the soldiers.

MELEKAI
Excuse me. I wasn’t trying to
eavesdrop or anything, but I heard
you say something Antipus and
Judea. We are supposed to meet up
with Antipus tomorrow at Judea.

SOLDIER 1
I guess you haven’t heard. Judea
has been taken by Ammoron a
Lamanite army. Two days ago we left
the city to pick up some supplies,
when we returned they had
completely overrun the city.

Melekai looks surprised, visibly sick and light headed.

SOLDIER 2
Helaman and Antipus are discussing
a way to take the city back right
now. I hope they figure something
out.

SOLDIER 1
Me to. All those poor people.

They walk away. Melekail seems stunned and stumble back to
where Kumi and his brother are sitting. They can see that he
IS not right.

KUMI
What’s the matter Melekai? What did

they say?
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MELEKAI
Judea’s been taken.
KUMI
Mara.
MELEKAI
Kumi, your father was with them as
well.
KUMI
What?!

INT. JUDEA TOWN HALL (DAY)

Helaman and Antipus are In a town hall of some sort. Helaman
sits on a chair while Antipus paces.

ANTIPUS
...and so when we returned, Ammoron
had taken the city with one of the
largest armies | seen in this war.

HELAMAN
Judea was one of our most fortified
cities. How do we get i1t back?

ANTIPUS
My men and 1 have discussed a
couple of possible tactics, but
It’s risky.

HELAMAN
Go on.

ANTIPUS

It involves a decoy, but we must act quickly...

INT. AMMORON”S QUARTERS JUDEA (DAY)
Zeezrom enters running and out of breath.

ZEEZROM
My lord, the guards just spotted an
army small army of boys passing to
the north of us. They have supplies
and are headed in the direction of
Tzeputapec, most likely to
strengthen Antipus. If we act
quickly we can take both them and
their supplies.
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AMMORON
Why would they send an army of
boys?

ZEEZROM
The Nephites are desperate, my
lord.

AMMORON

How old are they?

ZEEZROM
From the looks of i1t, between 13
and 18 years.

AMMORON
They are desperate. And what of the
supplies?

ZEEZROM

They carry enough food and wine to
last our entire army for two weeks.

AMMORON
Then let us give them their first
and last taste of war. Send all
10,000 of our troups. Wipe them out
quickly. Leave 300 to maintain the
gates until you return.

ZEEZROM
Excellent lord.

Zeezrom turns to leave.
AMMORON
And Zeezrom. Tell the men that 1
will be joining them. 1 could use
some entertainment. Go.

Zeezrom smiles and runs off. Ammoron picks up his weapon.

EXT. ROAD NEAR JUDEA (DAY)

The Army of Helaman led by Helaman walks in an orderly file
along the road.

KUMI
Do you think the Lamanites will buy
it?
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MELEKAI
I hope so.

KUMI
I’m so worried about my father, and
Mara.

MELEKAI
I’m sure they’re fine Kumi. Your
father was a soldier. He can take
care of himself.

KUMI
I don”t know. I just don”t know.

Melekai puts his arm around his friend.

EXT. FOREST NEAR JUDEA (DAY)

Antipus and his men are hidden from view in the same area
the Lamanites hid before attacking the city, two days
earlier.

The gates of the city slowly open and Ammoron”s army begins
spilling out of the city.

ANTIPUS
(Whispering)
Now we wailt.

EXT. FOREST NEAR JUDEA (DAY)

Armed guards sit in the lookout towers. The army has long
since left. All i1s quiet. One of the men iIn Antipus army 1is
ready to fire his arrow. He looks over at Antipus.

The armed guard sits in his station. An arrow shoots out of
the woods and takes him out. Several more knock out the
guards at the gates and the other towers.

INT. JUDEA (DAY)

One of the soldiers inside the city notices the guards
laying down in the lookout tower, but for a second can’t
figure out what he is doing, until he sees the arrow.

Suddenly it occurs to him what has happened. He yells out
just as the gates come crashing open and the army of Antipus
surges in on them. The soldiers try and fight, but they are
no match for the large army.
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EXT. JUDEA ROAD (DAY)

One of the boys at the back of the Helaman’s Army sees the
approaching Lamanites led by Ammoron and cries out.

BOY
They”re coming!

They drop their supplies and begin running. The Lamanites
begin to pursue them faster now.

As they run the boy at the back looks back and sees the
Lamanites continue passed the supplies toward Helaman’s
army.

BOY (cont’d)
They didn’t take the bait!

They pick up their pace. The Lamanites notice this and pick
up their pace as well.
INT. JUDEA (DAY)

Bodies are being sorted and the army of Antipus is freeing
prisoners.

Antipus and another soldier AMNOR stand in the lookout tower
waiting for the return of the Lamanites.

ANTIPUS

How long has 1t been?
AMNOR

Over an hour.
ANTIPUS

They should have returned by now.
A man comes running down the road to the gates.

ANTIPUS (cont’d)
It’s the spy.

Antipus and the soldier climb down to meet him.
ANTIPUS (cont’d)
What happened? Where are the
Lamanites?

SPY
(Catching his breath)

(MORE)
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SPY (cont’d)
Ammoron and his men didn’t take the
bait. Helaman and his men are being
pursued.

ANTIPUS
Amnor tell 1000 men to stay behind
to guard the city the other 5000
will come with me. Hurry go!

Amnor runs off.

INT. MELEKAI’S FAMILY HOME (DAY)
Sarah and her neighbor are weaving blankets and talking.
SARAH
Samuel is doing much better. He has
finally started sitting up, though
it is still quite painful...
She drops her needles and looks very worried and shaken.

NEIGHBOR
Sarah whats wrong? What is i1t?

SARAH
Something iIs not right.
EXT. ROAD NEAR JUDEA (DAY)

Helaman®s army continues to be pursued by the Lamanites.
Melekai and Kumi help Nefi along.

The Lamanites are also getting weary.

Suddenly behind the Lamanites they see the army of Antipus
appear in the distance rapidly catching up with them.

LAMANITE SOLDIER
It’s a trap!

The Lamanites become fearful and pick up the pace.

Helaman sees the Lamanites speed up, but cannot see Antipus
army, and so he too iIncreases pace.

This continues for some time. The boys are becoming more
desperate and afraid. Finally the Lamanites begin to slow
down and soon they are out of site..

The army of Helaman slows down, and then stops.



79.

Helaman stops his army. He walks down the path to see what
happens. He returns without a clue, looking back to see if
he missed something. He addresses the boys a little out of
breath.

HELAMAN
My sons, I don’t know why the
Lamanites have stopped pursuing us.
It could be that Antipus has caught
up to them, but then again Antipus
could still be back in Judea. There
is no way to tell. So we have a
choice to make here. We can
continue on to Tzepultapec...

He is a little hesitant about the next bit.

HELAMAN (cont”d)
...or we return to see 1Tt Antipus
has caught up with them and help
him fight?

The boys are quiet, thinking for a moment. Melekai looks at
his fellow soldiers noticing reactions varying from fear, to
confusion, to quiet acceptance. He looks down at his
brother. His brother looks up at him and Melekai remembers
his brother praying for him.

MELEKAI
Father Helaman, we should go in
case they have fallen upon Antipus.
God will protect us.

Everyone i1s looking at Melekai.

HELAMAN
What say the rest of you?

Kumi look over at Melekai and shouts out.

KUMI
Yes! For our families! and for our
Freedom!

The boys now look at Kumi, pause for a moment, and shout
out.

ALL BOYS
For our families!

HELAMAN
Then we will go in the name of God,
and in the name of our families.
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Helaman turns. The army turns.

EXT. ROAD NEAR JUDEA (DAY)

Helaman’s army arrives at where the army obviously turned
off the road and into the forest. Trees are cut and shrubs
are crushed.

The army heads cautiously into the woods. Where before there
was zeal just a few minutes ago there iIs now anxiety.

As they walk back into the forest Melekai and his brother
come upon the body of a dead Nephite, gruesomely
slaughtered. As they move forward another appears, and
another, and then a lot.

Nefi grabs a hold of Melekai. Other boys are now very
nervous. The boys are breathing rapidly and on edge. Melekai
looks down at his brother who i1s very scared.

MELEKAI
Nefi, how does that song go that
Mother always sings?

Nefi iIs too scared to speak.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
How did that go? 1 think i1t started

Blood curdling screams of men dying begin to echo through
the forest. The boys fear become more intense. Some of them
visibly shake, others have wet themselves.

Melekai also becomes very scared and drops to his knees.

MELEKAI1 (cont’d)
Oh Father, please protect my
brother and my friends...

Other boys begin to drop to their knees. Nefi still stand
holding on to Melekai. The sounds grow more intense as the
battle shifts toward them.

Then Nefi remembers his mother song and starts to sing.
Melekai looks up from his prayer, starts to sing, and stands
up. The other boys stand up and start to sing. It is a
beautiful almost Gregorian sound.

The Lamanites hear the singing and wonder what iIs going on.
The battle temporarily stops.

We see the boys again as the song ends. It’s quiet.
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MELEKA1 (cont’d)
For our families and our God!

They let out a great shout and charge into the army of the
Lamanites.

The Lamanites are caught by surprise and several of them are
plowed down before they even have time to think.

Others realize what is going on and start to fight back, but
the boys fight with such strength that they too are quickly
mowed down.

We see slow motion memories of the boys from their training
and then full speed application.

Soon the entire army has turned to fight the boys. Ammoron
becomes very nervous and stands back to watch the battle as
it emerges from the forest into a clearing.

As the battle intensifies the Lamanites realize that they
are loosing and begin to surrender and retreat.

EXT. BATTLEFIELD (DUSK)

Helaman and the uninjured boys survey the scene. They find
Antipus and many others of his army dead. Helaman sits on a
rock while the boys go about collecting weapons and digging
graves for the dead. Kumi approaches Helaman.

HELAMAN
HI Kumi.

KUMI
Hi. Have you seen Melekai and Nefi
yet?

Helaman looks concerned, as does Kumi.

HELAMAN
No, the boys are still looking.

Kumi becomes ever more concerned.

HELAMAN (cont’d)
The good news 1s we haven’t found
them amount the dead. Have you
finished the count?

KUMI
We found nearly 3000 dead among
Antipus’ army.
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HELAMAN
And among our own?

KUMI
None.

Helaman looks surprised.

HELAMAN
None? What do you mean there were
none?

KUMI

All have been accounted for except
Melekai and Nefi. We had injuries,
but not a single death.

HELAMAN
Well Kumi, 1f God can protect 2000
young men from an army of that
size, he can surely return Melekai
and Nefi to us.

KUMI
Wherever they are 1 hope they’re
alright.

They look out over the killing Ffields.

EXT. LAMANITE CAMP (DUSK)

Later that evening Ammoron rides into the camp of one of his
smaller armies. There are 15 men with him from his original
10,000. He 1is devastated and infuriated.

He rides right past the guards to the center of camp to the
chief captain’s tent. He dismounts and speaks to the guard
at the front.

AMMORON
Take these boys and lock them up.

Melekai and Nefi are tied up and slung over the back of the
horse. Ammoron grabs them and throws them to the ground.

He storms into the tent and starts venting his anger by
throwing things around and breaking things and screaming.
The chief captain is shocked.

CHIEF CAPTAIN
My lord what is 1t?
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AMMORON
The Nephites have taken my entire
army!

He continues ripping things apart and then falls down on a
chair in the corner.

CHIEF CAPTAIN
Taken your entire army?

AMMORON
Yes Ezron. An army of led by
Helaman destroyed my entire army.

He just sits there staring at nothing.

CHIEF CAPTAIN
How i1s this possible? What do we
do?

The rage swells up again and Ammoron gets up and stomps out
of the tent without saying a word.

INT. PRISONER TENT (NIGHT)

Ammoron tears through the door of the tent where Melekai and
Nefi are imprisoned, walks in and starts beating Nefi.

Melekai, even though his wrists are tied, gets up and pushes
Ammoron down. Ammoron gets very upset, pulls out a knife and
comes within inches of putting it through Melekai’s neck.

AMMORON
What is Helaman’s secret?

MELEKAI
His secret?

AMMORON
Don’t try my patience child.

Pause.
AMMORON (cont”d)
How did a group of boys manage to
destroy an army of 10,000 of my
most skilled warriors?

Melekai doesn’t know what to say.
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AMMORON (cont”d)
Tell me!

AMMORON (cont”d)
Tell me or 1 kill your friend right
now .

NEFI
Melekai please.

MELEKAI
Don’t you dare hurt him. You want
to know how we were able to beat
you. It was because of our faith iIn
God and the faith of our mothers.

AMMORON
Lies!

He plunges at Nefi. Melekai In a burst of speed stops him
before he can and within seconds has Ammoron pinned on the
ground with the knife at his throat. Ammoron is filled with

fear.

MELEKAI
Ammoron, in the name of God I
command you to leave my brother and
I alone.

AMMORON
IT you kill me now fifteen armed
men will burst through that door
and end both of your lives.

MELEKAI

IT God can deliver 2000 untrained
young men from an army of the most
expert Lamanites warriors, what
makes you think he wouldn’t be able
to deliver us from 15 guards? Swear
to me right now that you will leave
us alone and I will let you go.

Ammoron doesn’t answer.

MELEKAI
Swear it!

AMMORON
I swear.
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Melekai lets him loose and falls back. Ammoron stands up and
slowly regains his dignity.

AMMORON (cont’d)
You can command me in the name of
your god all you want, but in the
end 1 will be the only god you will
know .

He Ileaves the tent.

EXT. JUDEA (MORNING)

Helaman and his boys and the remainder of Antipus’ army
return to Judea.

As they enter the gates they are extremely tired. Their
clothes are stained with blood. The boys look older. They
handle the experience they have just gone through very well,
without any signs of post traumatic stress disorder.

The boys and men walk through the streets to the center of
town and as they do people come out of the homes they are
cleaning and repairing to see what iIs going on.

One of these is Mara. In the midst of the crowd she sees
Kumi who is looking around and calling for his father. She
yells to him.

He looks up to see where his name is coming from, sees Mara
and pushes through the crowd to get to her.

KUMI
Mara. Oh Mara, you’re alright. Have
you seen my father?

Mara starts to tear up and shake her head. Kumi starts to
shake his head as well, his face tightens up, and tears
begin to stream down his face.

KUMI (cont’d)
No...No...No...Papa.

He sobs and she cries as Mara holds him. Soldiers walk past
them.
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EXT. JUDEA PLAZA (DAY)
Men are stretched out all around and are being treated.

Helaman i1s walking around making sure that everyone has what
they need. He i1s checking on each individual that iIs wounded
and comforting them.

HELAMAN
Oh, Koren. Koren.

He Kneels down and holds the 13-year-old as he suffers from
a gaping flesh wound in his leg.

HELAMAN
Your mother would be proud of you
Koren. You’ll get through this. 1
promise.

A man cuts through the group strait to Helaman.

MESSENGER
Helaman Chief Judge CUMENI would
like to speak with you. He says it
IS urgent.

HELAMAN
Thank you 1”11 be right there.

INT. TOWN HALL (DAY)

Helaman walks into a very ornate building, the same building
where Ammoron and his men had their feast. Cumeni a little
heavier than average Caucsian man, with dark hair, in his
50s 1s cleaning up the mess left by the men.

HELAMAN
You called for me?

CUMENI
Yes. Helaman. How are your men?

HELAMAN
My army came through well, but
Antipus suffered enormous losses,
including his own life.

CUMENI
I’m so sorry to hear.

Cumeni looks somewhat distraught and chaotic.



CUMENI (cont’d)
Helaman. 1 just received word from
one of our spies. The Lamanites
have pulled together another army,
not far from here. It looks as
though they are planning another
attack on Judea and surrounding
cities. The army is not as powerful
as that which attacked Judea a few
days ago, but they are slowly
increasing in strength. According
to the spy Ammoron arrived there
last night with small group of men
and a couple of prisoners.

HELAMAN
(whispering)
Melekai .
CUMENI

Helaman, 1’m afraid that we will be
forced to relive the events of the
past few days.

Helaman looks frustrated and worried. He thinks for a
moment.

HELAMAN
How many of them are there now?
CUMENI
Somewhere between three and five
thousand.
HELAMAN
Are there any other armies near?
CUMENI
None within less than a days
journey.
HELAMAN

How long would i1t take to get a
letter to Zarehemla?

CUMENI
Four days walking. One and a half
on horse.

HELAMAN

With my 2000 and the remaining 2000
of Antipus’s army we could go
against them, but it will be risky.

(MORE)
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HELAMAN (cont’d)
IT we send a request to Moroni iIn
Zarahelma for an additional 3000 we
should have sufficient men to go
against them. But if we haven’t
heard from them after one week,
then 1 guess we will do what we can
with what we have. My men should be
sufficiently recovered by then. 1
only hope that Melekai and Nefi can
hold out until then.

INT. LAMANITE CAMP (DAY)

Melekai and his brother are bound inside the tent, a couple
of very scary looking Lamanites come in and grab the boys.

LAMANITE THUG
Come on you two it’s time for a
little fun.

They are both drug through camp to an open space where there
are dead animals that a bunch of vultures are eating.

As the walk through the animals the buzzards scatter.

In the center is a large post. The boys are slammed against
it and chords are tightly wrapped around the boys. The boys
cringe and cry iIn pain as they tighten the bands so the boys
cannot move.

Lamanites laugh and point as the boys suffer.

One of the soldiers cuts open a dead cow and almost loses it
as the stench overwhelms him. He reaches iIn. Takes a handful
of innards, goes over the the boys and spreads it all over
their bodies.

Nefi vomits and starts to cry.

Men laugh and point.

As all this goes on we see Sherem standing in the crowd
looking on iIn disgust and sadness. He looks around at his
fellow Lamanites and is visibly appalled at their reaction.
He shakes his head and walks away.

From a distance Lamanites deride the boys in an almost rabid
manner .
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LAMANITES
Where”s your mommy now? You sons of
harlots. Look at the babies cry.
I’m going to cut you open so
that. ..

MELEKAI
Nefi. Are you OK?

NEFI
I want to go home Melekai.

Melekai can’t move his head, but looks upward.

MELEKAI
Please God. Please help us.

Buzzards fly overhead.

EXT. TORTURE YARD (NIGHT)
Melekai and Nefi are still tied up. The camp is quiet.

A man sneaks through the darkness toward Melekail and his
Brother. It’s Sherem.

SHEREM
Melekai. Are you awake?
MELEKAI
Who i1s 1t?

Sherem puts his hand over Melekai’s mouth.

SHEREM
Sshhh! Do you want to wake the
entire army. The guards are out we
must move quickly.

He moves over to Nefi who is asleep and puts his hand on his
mouth.

SHEREM (cont”d)
Nefi. It’s me Sherem, the Lamanite
prisoner you guarded. I”’m going to
take my hand away from your mouth.
Don’t speak or you will wake the
guards.

He removes his hand and Nefi half smiles and whispers.
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NEF1
Hi Sherem.

SHEREM
I’m going to cut you free. Try not
to make any noise.

He cuts the bands and slowly unravels them. The two boys are
badly scarred from the bands.

SHEREM (cont’d)
Follow me and don’t make a sound.

They sneak through the Lamanite camp.

At one point they are forced to hide from a guard who 1is
wandering through camp. He walks right next to them but
doesn’t see them.

They continue sneaking through camp until they come to the
edge of camp and the woods.

SHEREM (cont’d)
Go north for about 2 hours and you
will come to a large clearing. From
there head west another 2 hours and
you will come to the road to Judea.
From there continue west.

MELEKAI
Thank you Sherem.

SHEREM
Go. Quickly.

Melekai and Nefi head into the woods. Sherem stands and
watches and then heads back to camp.

EXT. LAMANITE CAMP (MORNING)

The Lamanites are gathered at the torture grounds. Ammoron
paces back and forth holding the broken chords. The men look
down in shame.

AMMORON
Is this the kind of loyalty I get
from my people? Where were the
guards last night?

The guards look up and then once again bow their heads in
shame.
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AMMORON (cont’d)
Who can tell me what happened? Did
a couple of Nephite children
outsmart my own people again? or do
we have a Nephite lover among us?
Huh? Did that same Nephite steal
your tongues? How can we expect to
win a war when we can’t even keep
track of two Nephite children?

Sherem steps forward, and kneels before Ammoron.

SHEREM
My lord, this morning, as | was
walking the perimeter, 1 found this

near the edge of the forest. 1
believe it may have been dropped by
the person who set these two filthy
Nephites free.

He hands Ammoron a symbol of the church, something that we
see Helaman wearing earlier. Ammoron studies it for a minute
and starts to twitch In anger.

EXT. JUDEA (MORNING)

Guards on the city wall see Melekai and Nefi limping toward
the city almost completely exhausted. He yells down at the
guards at the gate.

They run/limp towards the guard who sees the severity of
their scars from the bands and the hideous appearance from
the coat of i1nnards on their body.

Just before they reach the guard. Melekai collapses and
brings his brother with him. He tries to get up and the
guards are right there to help them. One guard looks at the
other.

GUARD
Get Helaman.
EXT. JUDEA STREETS NEAR FRONT WALL (MORNING)
Mara is walking along the street, close to the front gate,
and sees Helaman and the guards running down the street
toward gate.

She watches from a distance.

Helaman and the guards surround Melekai and Nefi and help
them into the city.
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Mara continues watching to see what is going on, but can’t
quite make out who they are helping.

Finally she sees the people they are helping, but it takes
her a minute to recognize iIn their hideous state.

When she finally realizes who it is, she drops the things
she 1s carrying, starts to shake with her hand to her mouth,
and just stands there in unbelief. She starts walking, and
then running.

As she cuts through the men, Melekai sees her.

He musters enough strength to go to her and collapses iIn her
arms.

MARA
Melekail!...Oh, Melekai.

He finally begins to break down In her arms. She cries.
He can hardly move.

The men see him weighing down Mara and step in to help her,
she relinquishes and then notices Nefi. His face is swollen
so that he can hardly open his eyes.

NEFI
Oh, Nefi.

She looks over at Nefi and touches his face.

NEF1 (cont’d)
Hi Mara.

She lets out a tear fTilled, joyous chuckle.
HELAMAN
Come on lets get these men
somewhere they can rest.

Mara and the men walk off with the boys.

INT. JUDEA DWELLING (DAY)

Melekai is cleaned up and looking better. He sits on a bed
looking out a window.

Kumi sticks his head through the door.

KUMI
Anybody home?
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He isn’t quite as chipper as he was before, a little more
depressed.

MELEKAI
Hey. Come in.

Kumi walks 1In and sits down by Melekai.
MELEKAI (cont’d)

I’m so sorry to hear about your
father, Kumi.

KUMI
Yeah.

They are both quiet for a moment.

KUMI (cont’d)
So how are you feeling?

MELEKAI
Much better today. Have you seen
Nefi.

KUMI

He was outside playing sticks with
some of the other boys.

MELEKAI
He just can’t pass up a good game.
Can he?

They both smile.
Mara pokes her head in the door.

MARA
I hear someone is feeling much
better today.

MELEKAI
Come in.

MARA
I brought you some chicken broth
and honey bread.
Melekai scoots forward.

MELEKAI
Oh wow. Thank you Mara.

He tears the bread.



94.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
Do you mind if I share some with
Kumi?

MARA
Of course.

He hands some to Kumi, offers her some which she refuses,
and begins to eat.

MELEKAI
Thank you so much. This is
delicious.

He continues eating. Everyone i1s quiet for a second.

MARA
So, what was it like?

He swallows and sits there for a second.

MELEKAI
It was the most horrible thing 1°ve
ever experienced, but 1 guess
that’s just war. We deal with 1t,
we forgive them, and we move on. 1
feel sorry for Sherem.

MARA
Who”’s Sherem.

KUMI
He i1s one of the Lamanite prisoners
that escaped on the way to
Tzepultapec. Good man.

MELEKAI
He was there with them.

KUMI
Really? Did he remember you?

MELEKAI
He helped us escape.

KUMI
That’s wonderful.

MELEKAI
They’re not all bad you know.
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INT. TOWN HALL (DAY)

Helaman sits down while Cumeni paces back and forth in the
town hall.

CUMENI
Helaman are you sure you want to go
through with this?

HELAMAN

It has been six days since we sent
our request to Zarahemla and have
heard no reply. Melekai and his
brother have confirmed the daily
increase of new troops to the army
of Ammoron. If we don”t act now it
could be too late when, or 1 should
say i1f, Moroni sends us more men.

CUMENI
But even 1T we use all our men we
are still at a meager 4000 and that
is 1T we leave no one to guard the
city.

HELAMAN
Then we will leave 1000 to guard
the city and go against Ammoron
with the remaining 3.

CUMENI
This i1s suicide. There has got to
be some other way.

HELAMAN
IT you think of something let me
know before tomorrow morning. We
leave at sun up.

Helaman get up and walks out, resolved. Cumeni is left
alone, very stressed.

INT. AMMORON”S TENT (DAY)

Ammoron sits at a table writing, he looks angry. He
finishes, stuffs the parchment in a pouch, and calls one of
his men.

AMMORON
Guard!

The guard walks in the tent, a very brave looking Lamanite,
painted, and unafraid, but respectful.
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GUARD
Yes Master Ammoron?

AMMORON
Take this to Judea and give i1t to
Helaman. | want it delivered to him

alone. Do not come back until you
are sure he received it.

SOLDIER
Yes Lord.

He bows, turns, and steps out of his tent, get on a horse,
and rides off.

INT. HELAMAN”S QUARTERS (EVENING)
Helaman is writing at his table when one of his men enters.

SOLDIER
Helaman, a Lamanite from Ammoron’s
camp has arrived, he has a message
that he says he can only deliver to
you.

HELAMAN
Thank you. 1’11 be right there.

The soldier exits and Helaman puts on down his writing
utensil, grabs his sword, and exits.

EXT. JUDEA GATE (EVENING)

Helaman and three other men step outside the gate to meet
the Lamanite who waits for him. Helaman and the other men
look stern and on the defensive.

SOLDIER
A letter from Ammoron, King of the
Lamanites.

The soldier hands him the letter, turns, gets on his horse,
and rides off. Helaman looks at the letter, watches the
soldier ride off, and walks back Into the city. The guards
shuts the door.
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INT. HELAMAN”S QUARTERS (EVENING)

Helaman returns to his quarters, sits down at the table and
opens the letter. Just then another knock at the door. The
same man as before enters.

SOLDIER
You should come see this.

Helaman puts the letter down steps outside and sees an
enormous army walking toward the city.

SOLDIER (cont~d)
It”s Moroni, Gid, Teomner, and
Teancum. They’re here to help.

Helaman and the Soldier watch as they approach.

EXT. JUDEA GATE (EVENING)

Moroni’s army stops outside the city and begins setting up
camp.

Helaman has come out of the city to meet them. Moroni
approaches Helaman. Three other men look up from what they
are doing and follow Moroni.

Moroni and Helaman can”t stop smiling.

MORONI
You needed some men?
MORONI
It is good to see you, Brother

Moroni.
They embrace. The other men approach.

HELAMAN
Teomner, Teancum, Gid.

They embrace.

TEANCUM
We heard you had a Lamanite
problem.

They all laugh and Helaman invites them in.
HELAMAN

You could say that. Please, come
in.
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He put his had on Moroni’s shoulder and the 5 men walk iInto
the city.

INT. HELAMAN”S QUARTERS (EVENING)
Helaman opens the door while the 4 men enter.

HELAMAN
Please, sit down. We were beginning
to wonder if anyone was coming.

MORONI
I apologize for the delay. We had
our own problems In Zarahelma. But
those matters have been resolved.
So what is it we are dealing with

here?

HELAMAN
Well, perhaps this letter will
explain i1t better than 1 can.

MORONI
Please.

Helaman unrolls the letter and begin reading as the others
give their attention. Helaman clears his throat.

HELAMAN
I am Ammoron, King of the
Lamanites, proud dissenter of the
People who call themselves the
church of Christ.

Moroni nods his head in disappointment.

HELAMAN (cont’d)
I am the brother...

AMMORON
...of Zeezrom who you murdered, and
I will avenge his blood upon you
and I will come upon you with
terror like you have never
known. . ..
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EXT. LAMANITE CAMP (EVENING)

Fearsome Lamanites prepare their weapons and are packing up
for battle

AMMORON
.. -Nevertheless if you will lay
down your weapons and subject
yourselves to be governed by us,
which 1s our right by ancestry, we
will also lay down our weapons and
fight no more against your people.
We do not fear your armies nor your
god, and we will do what 1s
necessary to avenge our rights...

We see Ammoron looking over his people, very angry and
resolved.
INT. HELAMAN”S QUARTERS (EVENING)
HELAMAN
...l am Ammoron, and I am a bold
Lamanite.

The men in the room shake their heads and stare at the
floor.

MORONI
How could such a good man end up
like this?

TEANCUM

It 1s amazing how one man can have
such an effect on so many people.
Because of this war that Ammoron
and his brother provoked, how many
people have lost their lives? Men
with families, young men with goals
and ambitions, women, and even

children. 1 am so tired of this
war .
MORONI
It’s your call Helaman.
HELAMAN
He doesn’t leave us with much of a

choice.

The men look as though they realize what they must do.
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HELAMAN (cont’d)
My army is ready to go at sunrise.

TEANCUM
God willing, let us put and end to
this foolishness once and for all.

MORONI
(bowing)
My men are at your command,
Helaman.

TEOMNER
(bowing)
And mine.

GID
(bowing)
Mine as well.

HELAMAN
Tomorrow then.

EXT. JUDEA (MORNING)

The same soldier that delivered the letter from Ammoron
looks out from the wall of trees and sees the new army
setting up camp. He mounts his horse and takes off.

EXT. LAMANITE CAMP (MORNING)

The messenger arrives back in the camp of the Lamanites and
heads straight for Ammoron’s Tent. He dismounts and charges
into the tent. Ammoron is at his table discussing something
with his captains. Ammoron and the other men look up.

SOLDIER
Lord, the Nephites have amassed an
army to come against us.

Ammoron stands up and addresses the men he was talking to
before he was i1nterrupted.

AMMORON
Go and tell the men to get ready.

He looks at the soldier.

AMMORON (cont”d)
(very upset)
Then today will be a day they
regret.
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The men leave the tent. Ammoron slams his hand down on the
table and growls. He walks outside and gets on his horse.

EXT. LAMANITE CAMP (DAY)

Men are packed and moving.

EXT. JUDEA (DAY)

Melekai marches with the army through the city. They pass by
Mara’s home who is standing outside watching the troops. She
seems Melekail and goes to him.

MARA
Melekai, where are you going?
MELEKAI
Helaman has called an attack on the
Lamanites.
MARA

But you’re not well. Please
Melekai, don’t go.

MELEKAI
This is not my decision. We are all
in this together. Pray for us,
Mara.

Melekai continues walking with the group and Mara stops
walking.

MELEKA1 (cont’d)
I love you.

She looks shocked, overjoyed, and worried all at once.
Melekai disappears into the crowd.

MARA
I love you too.
EXT. BATTLEFIELD, FOREST IN BETWEEN THE LAMANITE CAMP AND
NEPHITE CITY (DAY)

The Nephite army breaks out of the forest somewhere on their
journey toward the Lamanite camp. There is a huge field.

On the other side of the field stands the Lamanite army.

The Nephites stop and stare.
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Helaman, Moroni, Teomner, Teancum, and Gid ride out in the
middle of the field to meet Ammoron and his chief captains.

HELAMAN
Ammoron, please don’t make us do
this.

Ammoron laughs and looks around uncomfortably at his chief
captains.

AMMORON
This is your choice high and mighty
Helaman. Not ours. Submit
yourselves to us or die.

MORONI
Ammoron Please.

Ammoron cringes at Moroni.

AMMORON
So what will it be gentleman?

HELAMAN
I’m afraid you leave us no choice.

Ammoron turns in an uneasy fury, the others return to their
army.

Ammoron rides along the front of his army.

AMMORON
My brothers. For years we have been
afflicted because of wrongs which
were done unto us by the fathers of
those who stand before you this
day. They...

He points to the Nephite army.

AMMORON (cont’d)
...have spilled the blood of your
brothers and your family. Today 1is
the day of our revenge.

The Lamanites begin screaming and shouting.

HELAMAN
(Speaking to his army)
My Son’s I am sad to say that once
again we must go to battle. But be
not afraid, for as God was with you
in our last battle, he Is with you

(MORE)
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HELAMAN (cont’d)
today. Remember the words of King
Benjamin who ruled this people in
righteousness 60 years ago, "If ye
will turn to the Lord with full
purpose of heart, and serve him
with all diligence of mind, if ye
do this, he will, according to his
own will and pleasure, deliver you
out of bondage.' 1 promise you that
this day will this scripture be
fulfilled 1T you are faithful.

After hearing Helaman’s speech Melekail begins singing the
same familiar, beautiful song of his mother. The other sons
of Helaman join in.

Men In Ammoron’s army stop screaming and are surprised by
the song. Men in Moroni, Teancum, Teomner, and Gid’s Army
look over iIn surprise and curiosity.

Ammoron looks at his army, then at the boys, and looks very
annoyed and a little nervous.

AMMORON
End this nowl!!!

The Lamanites again scream and charge forward.

The boys continue singing. The other Nephite warriors are
ready to charge but wait for the lead of the boys.

The song finishes and they change their stance for battle,
but don’t move. The Nephites follow their lead.

Melekai puts his hand on his brother’s shoulder, looks him
in the eye and smiles. Nefi does the same.

Finally the Lamanites slam into them. Once again the boys
fight with miraculous strength.

An iIntense battle ensues. Scenes of carnage, brutality, and
desperation. Melekai and Nefi get separated. They try to
keep together, but cannot.

Melekai i1s fighting two Lamanites at once. Another appears.
and another. He turns to flee. He is running very quickly
through the forest. Soon he is alone. The sounds of battle
have faded.
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He starts to return, but is unsure of the way. His body is
covered with blood. Though visibly shaken he moves
methodically, very alert. His blood-covered weapon reflects
the stains on his body. As time passes he becomes more and
more confused.

A rustle in the forest stops him flat. It comes from behind
him but he doesn’t dare move.

MELEKAI
Nefi. Kumi.

His voice is swallowed up by the vegetation.

Strange unnatural noises randomly begin to occur at varying
locations, increasing the anxiety of Melekai.

Along with these noises, Flashes of dark visions of the
people he killed torment his mind as the rustling grows
nearer .

We see him sweat and grope at his head as he tries to get
the visions out of his mind. The rustling gets closer.

He falls to his knees.

MELEKAI
Father, please help me.

The noises, and visions instantly leave and his brother
emerges from the vegetation.

NEFI
Melekai are you alright. 1 saw
those men after you and came to

find you.
Melekai gets up and give his brother a hug.

MELEKAI
Thank you Nefi. Thank you.

Noises of war pick up again, a couple of Lamanites cut
through the vegetation and once again Melekai and Nefi are
fighting.

They run at them full speed, weapons lifted. Melekar and his
brother are firm. They collide with the Lamanites.

CUT TO:
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EXT. BATTLEFIELD (DUSK)

The battle is over. Men walk through the field burying the
bodies of the fallen men. Helaman sits on a rock resting and
overlooking the work of burying the dead. Moroni comes up
and sits by Helaman.

HELAMAN
No matter how many battles 1 fight,
no matter how horribly the
Lamanites treat us, or our
families, or our children, I can’t
help but feel Immense sorrow for
both our men and theirs.

MORONI
It is a sad thing. 1 hope that one
day our people will learn that war
IS never the answer.

MORONI
So do I brother, so do 1.

They don”t look too confident.

EXT. BATTLEFIELD (DUSK)

Melekai walks through the same field with his brother. They
are collecting weapons. Melekail has a handful, but drops
them and starts to shake.

He sees Sherem laying on the ground severely wounded and
taking his last breaths. Nefi looks over after Melekail drops
his weapons and sees Sherem as well.

They run over to him.

MELEKAI
Sherem? Oh Sherem.

As he kneels down and tries to comfort the dieing Lamanite.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
Hang on Sherem. Nefi and 1 will get
you help.

In a shaky voice Melekair screams out for help, but no one is
near enough to hear him. Sherem coughs and then whispers.

SHEREM
Thank you Melekai and Nefi. Your
families would be proud.
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Melekai looks increasingly sad and desperate.

MELEKAI
Sherem, please hang on.

He slips off.

MELEKAI (cont’d)
No. Sherem. Sherem? No. Oh God
please. Sherem.

Melekai begins to sob. He holds Sherem tight, rocking back
and forth. His brother stands there very sad as well and
puts his arm on Melekai.

EXT. LAMANITE CAMP (NIGHT)

The Lamanites are very tired and warn and depressed. Numbers
are significantly less.

Lamanites make their way to their tents.

We see a figure sneaking through the camp. Closer inspection
reveals Teancum with a javelin. He hides from the last of
the Lamanites that are retiring for the night.

At last he makes 1t to the tent of Ammoron. He sneaks in and
after rounding a corner or two sees Ammoron passed out at
his table asleep with a container of wine spilled on the
table.

Teancum moves closer, very quietly. He lifts his javelin to
put 1t through Ammoron, but as he does he knocks something

behind him which awakes Ammoron. He sees Teancum and gasps,
just as Teancum pushes the javelin through Ammoron’s heart.

As Ammoron shakes from the impact he lets out one last
scream. Before Teancum can leave, a soldier is through the
door of Ammoron’s tent. He sees the dieing Ammoron and a
fleeing Nephite.

He calls out and others are quickly pursuing Teancum. One
soldier catches him and throws him to the ground. The other
soldiers surround him and begin kicking and beating him.
Another steps up with a sword and plunges it into Teancum
and the struggle is over.

A fellow Nephite observes this from a distance grabs
Teancum”s horse and disappears.

Lamanite soldiers exit Ammoron’s tent and begin to panic
that Ammoron is dead. One of the chief captains also comes
out of Ammoron tent.
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CHIEF CAPTAIN
This war i1s over.

EXT. JERSHON (DAY)
Legend: Three weeks later.

Samuel sits outside his home sorting grain. His scars are
visible, but he is significantly better than before.

Sarah is outside with her neighbors weaving. OfF in the
distance a large group appears. Samuel and Sarah watch as
they get closer.

Finally they realize who it is. Sarah runs and starts
searching desperately for her sons, while Samuel hobbles
behind. She is very worried.

SARAH
Melekai, Samuel. Have you seen
Melekai or Samuel?

Finally she sees them. Melekai and Nefi see their parents.
They push through the now dispersing boys to get to each
other.

Finally they embrace.

SARAH (cont’d)
Oh Melekai, Nefi you’re alright.

She is already crying for joy.

SAMUEL
Welcome back my sons.
MELEKAI
Father you look great.
SAMUEL
I’m doing better. It’s good to have

you back.

They give each other one last good hug and then with arms
around each other, they all head home.
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EXT. HILL TZETZCALA (DAY)

Helaman stands in front of the cave where the boys first
obtained their weapons. Everyone looks healthy and cleaned.

Melekai is standing there and Mara comes up from behind him,
puts her arm around him. They look at each other and then
hold hands. Helaman begins speaking.

HELAMAN
15 years ago your parents buried
their weapons of war with an oath.
An oath to never again shed the
blood of man. Today we return those
weapons to the ground in memory of
our God, our religion, our freedom,
our peace, and our families. May we
never be forced to take them up
again.

The first boy walks up and deposits his weapons. Others
follow.

Melekai”s mother begin to sing the same song that the boys
sung before battle. Everyone joins in. Helaman joins in.

Melekai and Nefi go up. They all go up.
We rise up out of the forest and view the land iIn peace.

The End.



